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Council says no to state tax hike 


Narrowly passes opposition resolution 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


AGAWAM — George Bitzas is 
trying to send a message to Bos- 
ton. 

The Agawam City Councilor was 
appalled at Gov. Deval L. Patrick’s 
Jan. 16 State of the State address 


during which the governor pro- 
posed a | percent hike in the state 
income tax from the current 5.25 
percent to 6.25 percent. According 
to Patrick, to make that increase 
fair to all according to their ability 
to pay, the personal exemptions for 
every taxpayer will be doubled and 
a number of itemized deductions 


will be eliminated, offering “a tax 
code that is simpler and fairer.” 

In addition, Patrick outlined his 
plans to cut the state sales tax from 
the current rate of 6.25 percent to 
4.25 percent with all proceeds di- 
rected to a public works fund that 
will support transportation plans. 

But Bitzas objected to the pro- 
posal, stating that the increase to 
the income tax would “harm every 


working person” by further reduc- 
ing their weekly paychecks. 

To that end, Bitzas sponsored a 
resolution that appeared on the city 
council agenda Monday, March 4. 
The resolution opposing the in- 
crease in state income tax met with 
mixed reviews from both the coun- 
cil and members of the audience. 

Agawam resident Corrine Win- 
gard was adamant that the increase 


was necessary in order to generate 
much-needed revenue for the state. 
Voting to support the resolution 
would mean the council is against 
residents of the housing authority; 
elderly residents who are depen- 
dent on the meals on wheels pro- 
gram; older residents on waiting 

lists for home care and more. 
“If you vote against increasing 
Please see TAX, page 8 


ARTISTIC ADVICE 


Former AHS student returns to paint inspiring picture 


Turley Publications photo by Mike Lydick 
AHS art teacher Dianna DeCaro checks on Cameron Veraville’s progress on a draw- 
ing assignment. 


Internal investigation 


made 


public 


DA alleges: Former officer received 


‘preferentia 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


AGAWAM - Ongoing litigation 
is currently preventing most within 
town government and the police 
department from commenting on 
an Internal Affairs investigation 
report released recently by Mayor 
Richard A. Cohen. The report is in 
regard to an off-duty incident in- 
volving embattled former Officer 
Danielle Petrangelo. 

Following several requests from 
local media, Cohen released the 
report, which became public re- 
cord once the investigation was 
concluded. 

The 33-page document details 
an incident involving Petrangelo 
and alleged “preferential treat- 
ment” by the Agawam Police De- 
partment. 

Petrangelo was placed on ad- 
ministrative leave last May fol- 


| treatment’ 


double-lane “mini-highway.” The 
median on the road is separated by 
a guardrail. 

The report details the interac- 
tion between Agawam and West 
Springfield officers. During the 
incident, Agawam Lt. Edward Mc- 
Govern authorized Petrangelo to 
be driven home by attending offi- 
cers and to have her car driven to 
the Agawam Police Department 
parking lot. Petrangelo was found 
to have a lack of balance and was 
slurring her words, according to 
the document. The report does not 
state whether or not she was given 
a field sobriety test. 

She was not arrested or given a 
citation for allegedly driving the 
wrong way, although the report 
did indicate her car suffered dam- 
age consistent with impact with a 
guardrail. 

The internal affairs report was 
compiled by Agawam Lt. Eric Gil- 
lis, who was not part of the incident. 


By Mike Lydick tant professor in online division fashioned cheerleader to stu- lowing an incident wherein she ac- The investigation was performed at 
Turley Publications of the art foundation department dents who are passionate about cidentally shot a pregnant woman the behest of Acting Chief Richard 
Correspondent at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, being creative. I also laid down a in the face during a response to a Light. Gillis completed several in- 


terviews with the officers involved, 
including McGovern. 

His report also states that Pe- 
trangelo came to see him on June 
30, 2012, during which time she 
expressed concerns that the po- 


spent a day in early February 
talking to AHS art classes, in- 
cluding a digital photography 
class. 

Now pursuing her passion as 
an artist, her visit offered inspi- 


few reality checks about the ca- 
reer path and industry, like pre- 
senting yourself professionally, 
understanding social media, and 
fighting against the odds,” said 
St. Laurent after her visit. 


domestic incident. Petrangelo was 
released by the department in No- 
vember, the mayor confirmed. 

On June 29, 2012, the report 
states Agawam police officers were 


n Agawam High School 
graduate recently  re- 
turned to her alma mater 


to share her art experiences with 


budding artists — including some 
who are students of her former 
AHS classmate. 

Artist Kerry St. Laurent, assis- 


ration as well as real-world ad- 
vice to students. 
“IT wanted to be a good old- 


an emerging artist at AHS — she 


The 2000 AHS graduate was 


Please see ARTIST, page 6 


called by West Springfield Police 
to Route 5 northbound, where Pe- 
trangelo was allegedly found to 
be going the wrong way down the 


lice department had “abandoned” 
her since the shooting incident for 
which she was placed on adminis- 


Please see POLICE, page 8 


Police probe hazmat situation 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


AGAWAM — Local and state 
investigators were called to look 
into a potential hazard at Agawam 
Police Department last weekend 
when a Feeding Hills resident 
found what he thought was a sus- 
picious item in front of his home 
and transported it to police head- 
quarters in his vehicle, according 
to a statement released March 3 by 
Agawam Police Lt. Eric Gillis. 


II ue 


The incident occurred just after 
11 a.m. on Sunday, March 3, when 
the resident — who was not identi- 
fied by police — reported what ap- 
peared to be a “soda bottle bomb” 
to police. 

Based on his description of the 
item, officers opted to call the 
Agawam Fire Department to as- 
sist with the potential explosive. 
The state fire marshal was also 
contacted, according to the police 
statement. 

Upon arrival at police head- 
quarters, Agawam Fire Chief Alan 
Sirois determined that the item 
“had the potential to contain haz- 
ardous materials” and requested 


a Tier 1 Hazardous Materials re- 
sponse through the state Depart- 
ment of Fire Services. 

“Based on the unknown nature 
of the substance involved, we 
couldn’t rule out a threat without 
brining in a hazmat team to assess 
the situation,’ said Sirois, who 
went on to say that the special- 
ized team brought equipment that 
would allow the substance to be 
tested in the field. 

“Tt takes longer to recover the 
substance than to test it,’ he add- 
ed. 

State Fire Marshal Michael 
Mazza arrived on scene and re- 


Please see HAZMAT, page 8 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Following the discovery of a potential hazardous mate- 
rials situation, police officials cordoned off the vehicle 


involved, which was parked 


in the parking lot of police 


headquarters on Springfield Street. 
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 


. Turley Publications photo by Kimberly Hatch 
obits@turley.com. 


Christine Natti walks (from left) Micky, Dora 
and Norton down Gen. Creighton W. Abrams 


Exceptions will be Drive in Agawam, Sunday, March 3. 


made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 


en Correction 


In the Yesterday’s Hometown News column that 
appeared in the Feb. 28 edition of the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News, Alfred Trehey was incorrectly spelled 
in the photo caption. We apologize for the error. 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra 
Kevin Rhodes, Music Director 


Tickets available at 


413-733-2291 or 
SpringfieldSymphony.org 


Starting at $22 


Youths 4 to 17 
half price 
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WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will feature a photo of a local building, item, 
sign, place or landmark and ask readers to pick their brains to figure out where it is 
or even what it is. Check here each week to test your knowledge of the area where 
we live and work. The photo will be from either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but we'll 
always give you a hint or two. 

The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run in next week’s edition along 
with the name of the first person to submit a correct answer and a new trivia photo 
for you to consider. 

E-mail answers or future Where Is It? suggestions to editor Jennifer Wroblewski 
at jwroblewski @turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Kimberly Hatch 


This antique piece of farming equipment stands on one Feeding 
Hills street. Tell us, do you know where it is? 


_ 


Last week’s photo: 
Correctly guess- 
ing Pine Street in 
Feeding Hills was 
Steve Czerpak. 


Dont Let 
Yourselt 


Slip 


Hampden County Physician Associates wants to make sure you take car 


of yourself this season and get the patient-centered approach to healthcare 


you deserve. 


PRN, MSN, is currently 
accepting new patients, ages 18 and older. She is certified by the American 


Our talented nurse practitioner, Elizaveta House, 


Nurses Credentialing Center and will be practicing at 
both our Southwick and Feeding Hills Offices. Fluent 
in Russian and English, Ms. House is dedicated to 


working with our nurses, physicians, and specialists to ‘ ¥ 


deliver the complete, coordinated care you expect from 


Hampden County Physician Associates. 


Accepting Patients at Two of Our Offices pane eae 
800 College Highway, Southwick 
Weekdays, 8:30am - 5:00pm 


413.569.2257 


1158 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 
Weekdays, 8:30am - 5:00pm 
413.786.1500 


for further information or 
to arrange an appointment. 


HCPA participates in most health insurance plans. 


=, Hampden County Physician Associates, LLC 


www.hampdencountyphysicians.com 
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Bringing music 


a oii 


Turley Publications photo courtesy of Karen Y. Chan 
Agawam native Mike Baggetta, a musician cur- 
rently living in New York City, will perform in 
Western Massachusetts later this month. 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


Baggetta has played the guitar, but his interest in music 
dates back to his early childhood. 

Baggetta, son of retired Agawam High School teachers Al 
and Beverly Baggetta, now lives in Astoria, N.Y., a neigh- 
borhood in the northwestern corner of Queens, a borough of 
New York City, where he makes a living through music. 

His interest in music began with trombone lessons fol- 
lowed by violin lessons as a child, he said. 

“T had an affinity for music,” said Baggatta. “For my age, 
I was kind of good at it; I always liked it. It was just a matter 
of finding the right instrument. 

He started playing guitar around age 12 because his father 
played. 

“There was always a guitar around the house and it looked 
pretty cool to me,” he said. “Aesthetically, I was kind of 
drawn to it. I tried to learn as much as I could and I just kept 
going at it. 

“Once I got used to the guitar, it felt like I was at home, 
musically,” Baggetta explained. 

After graduating from Agawam High School in 1997, 
Baggetta attended Rutgers University in New Jersey where 
he studied music with the support of his family. Following 
college, he moved to Easthampton before venturing to New 
York in 2004. 

“T really enjoyed living in Easthampton. I love the area 
because it’s where I’m from, but there are not a lot of op- 
portunities to play without traveling a lot,” he said about his 


Please see MUSIC, page 5 
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Manchester, CT 06042 www.riverbendpetcrematory.com 


° Individual Pet All Services 
Cremations Provided with the 


e Private Cremations sity Your Pet 
Deserves 
Call Al at (860) 643-2955 


HF: the better part of 21 years, Agawam native Mike 


Rock ‘n Roll 
Oldies Show 


gue Latiy 


= 
i 


Featuring - Shakin’ All Over Pr; 
e 
Saturday, March 16th ~* 


passe «(7:30pm G&S 


Southwick Rec Center 

Powder Mill Rd. - Southwick, MA s 
Brin 

ax owe 


Tickets Call - Bob Fox 
413-569-5962 Th nchies 


$10.00 Donation 


from 


paromly = www.southwickrotary.org 
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Where few have 


Feeding Hills native visits Cuba 


By Sarah Platanitis 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Feeding Hills resident Shannon Stephens can officially 
say that she has traveled to a place where few Americans 
have ever gone. 

“T didn’t know a lot about Cuba before I went there,” said 
the AHS Class of 2010 graduate. “I knew I wasn’t allowed 
to go there and the basics that I learned in school about the 
Cold War and the Bay of Pigs Invasion but that was really it. 
I didn’t know anything about the culture and even less about 
the politics of the country.” 

Stephens spent five weeks learning and living in the Re- 
public of Cuba. The Canisius College junior honors student 
and international relations major joined six fellow students 
to travel to Havana with their professors, Richard Reitsma 
and Tom Hansen. 

While in Havana, the group stayed at the Centro Memorial 
Martin Luther King Jr., a Christian-based center for social 
justice in the embargoed country’s capital city. It was also 
one of the only places in the city for citizens to get clean 
drinking water. 

“We met so many people because they came there every 
day,” she said. ““We were warned that it was a great place but 
it was on the edge of what was considered one of the worst 
barrios in Havana but I never felt worried for my safety. Peo- 
ple would come up and talk to us and they were some of the 
nicest people I have ever met.” 

Stephens took courses in Cuban politics and social history 
that talked about social justice issues of poverty, race, class 
and gender. She also took a post-revolution Cuban cinema 
class and a Spanish language class. 

“What I learned completely turned what I did know on its 
head. The Spanish dialect was different. Their political struc- 
ture was completely different than I thought. The people didn’t 
have a lot of money but they have ration cards and did what 
they could to pay for anything needed after that,” she said. 

A house mother named Lourdes took care of the students 
while they stayed at the Centro. She called their professors 
on the inevitable sick days that happen during travel and 
encouraged them to do fun things on the weekends, even 
though they were there for school. 

“She helped all of us relax and was a huge part in making 
us feel better when we were feeling a little homesick,” said 


Please see CUBA, page 8 
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gone before 


Turley Publications courtesy photos. 
Feeding Hills resident Shannon Stephens poses 
with a statut of Earnest Hemingway in El Flo- 
ridita, one of his favorite bars, located in Old 
Havana. 


An image of Old Havana where Shannon Ste- 
phens visited as part of an educational trip with 
fellow students from Canisius College. 


In the checking account battle 
between them and us, you win. 


$15 a month checking account 
fee unless you deposit at 
least $2,000 per monthly 
statement cycle into any 


linked personal 


checking 


account, or maintain a min- 

imum daily combined deposit 

balance of $5,000 or more 

per monthly statement cycle 

in linked personal deposit 

accounts, or use a linked credit 

card at least one time each credit 
card statement cycle. 


No balance 
requirements. 
No fees. 
Totally free. 
That's HCU 
Free Checking. 


For all of the benefits of HCU Free Checking, 
stop by any branch or visit us online at 


www.holyokecu.com 


Holyoke 


You are not alone. 


HOLYOKE: 490 Westfield Rd © 413-532-7007 | AGAWAM: 4 Washington Ave. Ext. ¢ 413-786-2100 
W. SPRINGFIELD: 333 Elm St ¢ 413-732-2798 | www.holyokecu.com 
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Opinion 
It’s time to let our 


voice be heard 


W Je applaud the Agawam City Coun- 
cil for (narrowly) voting to pass a 


resolution opposing Gov. Deval L. Patrick’s 
proposed income tax increase at Monday’s 
council meeting. 

Since Patrick made his proposal — to raise 
the state income tax from its current 5.25 
percent to 6.25 percent — during his Jan. 
16 State of the State address, Agawam City 
Councilor George Bitzas has been vocal in 
his criticism of it. The working people, he 
said, have been burdened by a federal tax 
increase in January thanks to the fiscal cliff 
compromise and cannot take another hit to 
their wallets. 

The purpose of the resolution, he added, 
was to send a strong message to Boston that 
local town officials — and hopefully those of 
surrounding communities — won’t stand for 
another increase. 

As members of the working class, we 
can’t help but say “thank you,” to Bitzas for 
looking our for our best interest. 

In addition to the income tax increase, 
Patrick has proposed lowering the sales tax 
from 6.25 percent to 4.25 percent. His ad- 
ministration has said that the tax changes 
would generate an estimated $1.9 billion in 
new revenue to be invested in transportation 
and education. 

Both are important, we’ll agree, but at 
what cost? At home, when faced with bud- 
get constraints, families make cuts where 
necessary in order to survive during tough 
economic times. This includes eating out 
less, monitoring the consumption of energy 
in the home, and buying only what is nec- 
essary to live while shopping — that $1,000 
television on your wish list will remain just 
that — a wish — until the economy rebounds, 
for example. It’s difficult for many families 
to live week to week already; yet another tax 
hike won’t help them. Isn’t it time the gov- 
ernment — local, state and federal — reign in 
its spending like the working people do? 

Still, in the event that the tax hike is 
passed, it is important that we all know how 
it will affect us. 

To that end, Patrick is asking residents to 
weigh in on his proposal with a new page on 
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St. Pat’s Committee meeting 
to finalize parade plans 


his official website (http://www.mass.gov/ 
governor/agenda/choose-growth.html). The 
tool will allow taxpayers to enter relevant in- 
formation (such as income and filing status) 
to determine the impact of the tax changes 
on their individual or family finances. 

We urge anyone in Agawam with a con- 
cern about the tax increase to visit Patrick’s 
site and weigh in on whether or not this plan 
is, indeed, beneficial to us all. And whether 
you’re for or against the proposed tax in- 
crease, be sure to send in your Letters to 
the Editor to let your voice be heard here. 
Send your comments (of 250 words or less) 
to Agawam Advertiser News Editor Jennifer 
Wroblewski at jwroblewski@turley.com or 
mail to 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, 
01030. 


John O’Brien, president of the Agawam 
St. Patrick’s Committee, has called for a 
special meeting to make final plans for the 
Holyoke Parade set for Sunday, March 17. 
The meeting will be held Wednesday, March 
13 at 7 p.m. in the foyer of St. John the Evan- 
gelist Social Center. 

Father John Brennan, Agawam Parade 
Marshal and pastor of St. John the Evange- 
list Church, will lead the Agawam delega- 
tion. Rosemary Sandlin, 2013 Anne Sullivan 
Award recipient, and Emile Cote’, winner of 


Letters to the Editor 


the Citizenship Award, will follow. 

State Rep. Nicholas Baldyga, Agawam 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen, town council 
members, city officials and the Agawam 
Fire Department members will follow the 
Agawam Colleen float. The Agawam Senior 
Citizen Shuttle and Six Flags New England 
characters will also be included in the Aga- 
wam unit. 

Final plans will be made for the “after the 
parade” party for the Agawam St. Patrick’s 
Committee members. 


Sign renovations 


work that he recently did in renovating 


two signs for our school. 


ren Signs, Vermette Auto Body, The 
Home Depot in Westfield and Sherman 
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deserve recognition 
To the editor: 


On behalf of the students, families 
and staff of the James Clark Elemen- 
tary School, we would like to thank 
Mr. Richard Stepanik for the beautiful 


Mr. Stepanik coordinated the ef- 
fort and donated his time to repair one 
sign at the entrance of Oxford Street, 
as well as a large sign at the entrance 
to the school grounds. We would also 
thank the following local businesses 
for their donation of supplies and ma- 
terials: Allied Flooring and Paint, Mo- 


Williams in Chicopee. 
We truly appreciate Mr. Stepanik’s 
time and talent. 


The James Clark Elementary 
School Improvement Council 


Please see LETTERS, page 5 


2013 Turley Election Policy 


his newspaper will print free self- 

submitted statements of candidacy 
combined together in a special issue 
four weeks out from a primary or gen- 
eral election. All candidates running in 
both contested and uncontested races 
are asked to submit their statements to 
the editor to include only biographi- 
cal and campaign platform details 
5-6 weeks before the election. Total 
word count for statements is limited 
to between 300-500 words maximum. 
Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy 
after that special election coverage is- 
sue. To publish any other campaign 
publicity during the race, please con- 
tact our Advertising Representative at 
John Baskin at 786-7747 or jbaskin@ 


turley.com. We also do not allow per- 
sonal attacks against other candidates 
or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any 
information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 
250 words from supporters endorsing 
specific candidates or discussing cam- 
paign issues are limited to three total 
per candidate during the election sea- 
son. They may be sent to aan @turley. 
com. No election letters will appear in 
the final edition before the election. We 
reserve the right to edit all statements 
of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 

As a hometown newspaper, state, 
county and federal candidates in con- 


tested races who reside privately in our 
main coverage town(s) are offered one 
staff written feature story at the time of 
their official announcement appearing 
at least two months before the election 
date. However, these same hometown 
candidates aren’t allowed to submit a 
separate candidate statement or listing 
in our special election edition. If a state 
or federal candidate living in our direct 
coverage town(s) is running in an un- 
contested race, no feature story inter- 
view will be granted. That information 
will be included in the general story 
that runs the week before the election. 
That story contains general informa- 
tion, including the names of all the can- 
didates who will appear on the ballots 
and polling information. 


Letters to the Editor must include a name, address, and daytime telephone number for author verification pur- 
poses. We do not publish anonymous letters. All letters are subject to editing for content and space. The deadline is 
Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Please send letters to Agawam Advertiser News, Letters to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 23 
Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 or e-mail aan @turley.com. 
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here are few things in life that I like 
more than relaxing after a long day with 
a book and the occasional glass of wine. Ask 
anyone who knows me and they’ Il tell you 
I never go anywhere without at least one 
book in my possession. I’ve been known to 
read in the car (as a passenger, of course), at 
the dinner table (my dad once had to make 
a rule against it) and while doing such mun- 
dane tasks around the house such as wash- 
ing dishes or folding laundry. 
For me, reading is an escape; a way to 
forget about my own daily stresses. 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


What's on your bookshelf? 


Last month, my friend Sarah re-launched 
her monthly book club, “Women, Wine and 
Words,” after a long sabbatical. The club 
consists of over a dozen women who work 
in the media/PR/communication field, who 
get together to — you guessed it, share a few 
bottles of wine and discuss the latest “must- 
have” book. The best thing about it is that 
Sarah tends to choose books that I ordinar- 
ily wouldn’t read on my own, broadening 
my interests beyond my usual “chick lit” 
genre. 

The first book she picked that I read — last 


LETTERS, from page 4 


Paying forward a good 
deed 


To the editor: 


On Friday, March 1, I was out early to do 
errands. After shopping at the first stop, I re- 
alized I had left my purse at home. Arriving 
back home, I was panicking, as it was no- 
where to be found. 

I usually do not listen to my phone mes- 
sages until later, but I clicked on the message 
and, lo and behold, it was the Agawam police, 
telling me that my purse had been turned in. 
My prayers to St. Anthony were answered. 
The police told me who had turned it in, so I 
hastily rode to his destination. 

The gentleman worked at Crystal Nails, 
so I ventured forth to meet him. His name 
is Tom and he was very assertive that he had 
done nothing great! I hugged him and his 
humility was overpowering. He stated that 
he would never keep anything he found and 
would make all efforts to find an owner. 

A big “round of applause” for Tom, and 
since he had done something good for a 
stranger, I am going to our Agawam library 
Saturday and donate blood (believe me, 
I’m nervous) and to, hopefully, also help a 
stranger. God bless you, Tom. 


Pat Borgatti 
Feeding Hills 


This secret should be 
shared 


To the editor: 


“We never knew this was here!” 

This is something we hear at nearly every 
function held at the Captain Charles Leonard 
House, as much from lifelong residents of 
Agawam as from those who have just moved 
here. It is not something we are proud of, 
this “best kept secret” status, and our all-vol- 
unteer board of trustees continues to work 
diligently to raise awareness of our role as 
Agawam’s Community House. 

Fundraising events such as the successful 


(and fun) attic sale held here last October on 
a blustery Saturday, and our upcoming tav- 
ern luncheon, to which the public is invited, 
are part of those efforts. Please join us on 
Saturday, March 16, for hearty tavern fare, 
and please, bring a friend. Seatings will be 
at 11:30 am. and 1 p.m., and reservations 
may be made by calling us at 786-9421. Our 
popular fine linen, crystal, silver and collect- 
ibles sale will also take place that day from 
10 a.m. through 3 p.m. You won’t want to 
miss the great deals to be found. 

Of course, maintenance demands and 
mortgage payments continue, whether 
people know the Captain Leonard House is 
available to rent or not. The Captain Leon- 
ard House is dependent on the rental of the 
facility for its survival. The house is an ideal 
meeting place for civic groups, businesses, 
and family events, with very affordable 
rental fees. The house is air-conditioned and 
now features an improved catering kitchen. 

We were privileged to welcome nearly 
3,500 guests to the house in 2012. Among 
the 173 events held here last year were a 
wine and beer tasting hosted by Agawam’s 
McCarthy Liquors. Owners John and Manon 
McCarthy again generously donated all pro- 
ceeds from the evening to the house. 

The list of maintenance projects needing 
our attention around this 200-year-old land- 
mark never seems to get any smaller, and we 
will be busy once again starting in the spring. 
Work on the garage and the back porch lead- 
ing to the parking lot will need our attention 
(and funding) in the coming year. 

Please consider becoming a Friend of the 
Captain Charles Leonard House. All monies 
received are used for maintenance and up- 
keep at the house. We ask you to be only as 
generous as your finances permit. As always, 
we thank our “old” friends, and welcome 
all “new” friends. Please make checks pay- 
able to “Captain Charles Leonard House” 
and mail to Friends of the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main St., Agawam, MA 
01001. 

We thank you for your support. 


Captain Charles Leonard House 
Board of Trustees 
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year before the club took a hiatus — was 
Room by Emma Donoghue, told from the 
perspective of a 5-year-old who is being 
held captive with his mother in a single 
room. I’d seen it occasionally at the library 
or in bookstores, but never would have 
picked it up if not for the book club. For the 
record, it was a fantastic read. 
This year, Sarah decided to 
reinstate “Women, Wine and 
Words,” picking Silver Lin- 


ings Playbook by Matthew es 


JOURNALING 
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not only what’s out there, but what’s worth 
reading. 

So for those who are looking for some- 
thing to read to get through the next few 
weeks of winter, I offer my personal “Must 
Read” books available in stores or through 
Agawam Public Library: 

The List by Karin Tanabe. As a jour- 
nalist, I always enjoy reading 
about people in my profession 
because, frankly, I like to know 


ye I’m not alone in dealing with 


Quick as our February book Renee the struggles that accompany 
and Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn WROBLEWSKI this job. This novel, about a 28- 


for March. I flew through each 
novel in under two days and 
since then, have kept tabs on 
“Goodreads” for suggestions on what to 
read between meetings. 

For those that don’t know, Goodreads 
is a book recommendation website/app 
launched in 2007 that allows users to com- 
pare what they are reading with others, keep 
track of what they’ve read or would like to 
read, form book clubs and more. My friend 
Crystal turned me on to it when I finished 
reading Gone Girl and needed something 
equally well-written to pass the time. 

“Just check my Goodreads page,” she 
said when I solicited a few titles from her. 
And thus, an obsession was born. 

Lately, I find I spend an exorbitant amount 
of time on Goodreads rating books I’ve read 
or searching for something new to pique my 
interest. I can justify it by telling myself that 
I work in a library and it’s my job to know 


EDITOR 


year-old political reporter who 
stumbles upon an affair involv- 
ing a very public senator and 
her most competitive colleague, spoke to 
me in a way not many books have lately. 
It was a fast-paced glimpse into the world 
of political reporting that made me thankful 
for my slower-paced (less dramatic!) role in 
community journalism. 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green. 
I read this book — about a 16-year-old girl 
with stage IV thyroid cancer — around the 
time I wrote my last column about the St. 
Baldrick’s fundraiser to benefit pediatric 
cancer research. I’m not sure if it was that 
the storytelling was so great or the fact that 
I already had some kind of emotional con- 
nection to it, but I absolutely loved it. 

Want to share your book recommenda- 
tions with our readers? Email me at jwro- 
blewski@turley.com or call (413) 786- 
TTAT. 


Agawam native brings music home 


MUSIC, from page 3 


time in Western Mass. “Here, I can play ev- 
ery day.” 

Though he calls himself a jazz musician, 
Baggetta said he also likes rock, classical, 
country and folk music, and that his writing 
for various groups reflects those inspirations, 
“even though it’s coming from a jazz point 
of view. 

“There are a lot of different schools of 
thought on what is jazz and what isn’t, but 
I tend to take a pretty broad view on the 
topic,” said Baggetta, who will be return- 
ing to the area later this month for two per- 
formances, one in Northampton and one in 
Easthampton. 

On Tuesday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m., 
Baggetta will take part in a jazz workshop at 
Clarion Hotel in Northampton. 

“Tl play one set with the house trio and 
after that, it’s a jam session for jazz musi- 
cians in the area who want to come down 
and play,” he said. 

The following day, Wednesday, March 20, 
at 9:30 p.m., he’ll perform at The Luthiers 
Co-Op on Cottage Street in Easthampton 
with his friend Jamie MacDonald from Brat- 


tleboro, Vt. 

“These offers come up,” Baggetta said of 
the two events scheduled for this month. “I 
get to meet a lot of great musicians all over 
the world; the ones I like playing with, we 
always stay in touch so opportunities just 
arise. ’'m friends with the drummer in the 
trio on Tuesday night ... and he said, ‘Hey, 
you should come and do this.’ It’s a good 
gig.” 

Although he admits that with expanding 
technology, it’s easier now to create and dis- 
perse music to others through the Internet, 
nothing beats living in New York City. 

“Tt’s always been a place that a lot of peo- 
ple are drawn to,” Baggetta said. “A lot of 
my idols who are older than me live here, 
a number of whom I’ve had the fortune to 
meet and play with. You learn so much being 
in this creative environment.” 

Baggetta has performed at the Montreux 
Jazz Festival, The Kennedy Center, Town 
Hall and many other leading concert ven- 
ues worldwide. He is also a recipient of the 
ASCAP Young Jazz Composer Award for his 
compositional talent. For more information, 
visit his website at http://mikebaggetta.com. 


Welcome to Glenmeadow Learning, 


a series of lifelong learning opportunities. 


Sustainable 
in the Garden 


Tuesday, March 19, 10 AM—Noon 
Sixteen Acres Garden Center 
1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield 


Natural. Organic. Sustainable. Native 
species. Even for the expert gardener, these 
terms can be bewildering. This program will 


help you unravel these classifications and 


provide practical advice to make your 


garden as sustainable as it is enjoyable. 


Programs are free and open to the public, but 

space is limited. For information or to enroll, call 
(413) 567-7800 or e-mail learningfaglenmeadow.org. 
Visit www.glenmeadow.org/learning. 
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Former AHS student returns to inspire artists 


ARTIST, from page 1 


was named class artist in her senior year 
— then became an art student at UMass Am- 
herst before earning her master’s degree in 
fine arts at the University of Hartford. 

St. Laurent and art teacher Dianna DeCaro 
were in the same class at AHS, but lost touch 
after graduation. They recently reconnected 
through social media. 

Last fall, shortly after DeCaro transferred 
from the English department to the art de- 
partment — she’s certified to teach both — to 
fill a new art teacher position, she asked the 
working artist and former classmate to visit. 

“T didn’t hesitate,’ said St. Laurent, who 
now lives in South Deerfield. “I know how 
tough it is to be ‘into art’ at that age. I thought 
I could offer some direction and inspiration 
to some budding artists.” 

As a college professor, St. Laurent has 
seen many ways first-year students are un- 
prepared. “T figured I could touch upon some 
of those things before these students set foot 
in a college classroom.” 

Realistic, artistic advice 

St. Laurent brought in work samples from 
her experience as a professor of color theory 
and her recent projects. She shared studies 
in color that showed students how light and 
color influence the way the human eye per- 
ceives images. 

She explained that colors influence the 
brain. “The colors orange and brown will al- 
ways mean something to all of us because of 


what they represent.” 

St. Laurent spoke about her journey as an 
artist and offered her advice to student art- 
ists. “We don’t wake up one day as artists,” 
she told students. “We must work hard at it 
every day and be prepared to accept criti- 
cism.” 

St. Laurent stressed that hard work, think- 
ing big, and keeping an open mind are nec- 
essary for not only young artists, but also for 
anyone wishing to pursue their goals. “You 
won’t always be a big fish in a little pond, 
so be humble and be ready to work hard to 
pursue your passions.” 

She encouraged students to begin present- 
ing themselves professionally and hone in 
on the details a future employer might be 
interested in. She also offered her contact 
information to students currently building a 
portfolio. 

Students enthused by talk 

Several students said they enjoyed St. 
Laurent’s visit and were grateful to have an 
AHS graduate share her experiences. 

Shannon Proulx said St. Laurent “helped 
me think ahead in life with planning for ca- 
reers and college.” 

Amanda Nemeth said St. Laurent was “a 
great example” of a person who worked for 
what they wanted and now lives the life she 
loves. “Kerry was so down-to-earth in ex- 
plaining her work and her work ethic. She 
inspires you to give your all and to be origi- 
nal without selling out.” 

Nemeth plans to be an environmental sci- 


Turley Publications photos by Mike Lydick 


AHS senior Connor Weir - a student in a drawing and painting class taught 
by Dianna DeCaro (left) - said artist Kerry St. Laurent’s talk made him “re- 
evaluate” his career goals, choices, and intentions. 


AHS art teacher Dianna DeCaro, shown talking with seniors Faith Rheault 
(left) and Paige Circosta, said her goal in asking artist Kerry St. Laurent to 
speak to students was to show an AHS graduate as a successful artist, 


professor, and well-traveled person. 
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Working artist and former AHS student Kerry St. Laurent, assistant pro- 
fessor in online division at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh, spent a day in 
early February talking to AHS art classes. 


ence activist and travel around the world. 
The artist’s talk helped to push her further 
toward accomplishing her goals. “Kerry is 
a great example of how dreams can come 
true if you set your mind to what you want 
to do.” 

The most important thing Kara Wadlegger 
took away from St. Laurent’s talk was that 
having passion is key in life. “If you keep 
your goals in mind and your head in the 
right spot, you can get what you want, not 
what other people want from you. Kerry also 
showed me the perks of having a career in 
the art field and how art links to everything 
around you.” 

Andrew Racette was impressed with St. 
Laurent Kerry sharing her first-hand expe- 
rience about exploring the world. “Her talk 
made me more diligent in my quest to per- 
form art well.” 


Artist adventures inspire student 


Her adventures and travels as an art- 
ist — St. Laurent has traveled several times 
across the country in a Volkswagen van and 
spent time as the artist-in-residence at two 
national parks — were highlights for students 
who enjoyed hearing about her time spent in 
Montreal as a dog walker and trainer. “She 
was really inspiring,” said Abbey Otto. “She 
sacrificed some everyday comforts so that 
she could pursue a career that she loves.” 

DeCaro said her goal in asking St. Laurent 
to speak to students was to show an AHS 
graduate as a successful artist, professor, and 
well-traveled person. She wanted students to 
be motivated by St. Laurent’s example. 

“Kerry exceeded my expectations,” said 
DeCaro. “I can tell my students were en- 
lightened and challenged to think about life 
beyond high school — and Agawam.” 


On separate career paths, 


linked by single passion 


By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


When Kerry St. Laurent and Dianna 
DeCaro graduated from Agawam High 
School in 2000, they pursued different ca- 
reers, but shared one passion: art. 

That passion helped to reunite the 
former classmates when St. Laurent, a 
working artist and college professor who 
lives in South Deerfield, visited AHS art 
classes at the request of DeCaro, one of 
the school’s art teachers. 

St. Laurent’s visit was a mini-class re- 
union for the two former AHS students. 
They grew up together in Agawam, 
formed a friendship in elementary school, 
and later took some of the same classes 
at AHS. 

“Notably we took Margo Poulin’s AP 
English 11 together. It was a small class, 
so we all bonded there,” recalled DeCaro, 
whose maiden name is DiStefano. 

St. Laurent spoke about her own jour- 
ney as an artist that began while a student 
at AHS. She is now a senior faculty mem- 
ber for the Art Institute of Pittsburgh’s on- 
line division. 

She shared memories and information 
about pursuing life and a career in art 
while stressing the importance of hard 
work. St. Laurent finds inspiration from 
nature and the natural elements of her sur- 
roundings. 

St. Laurent said she still frequently ref- 
erences her notes from her AHS AP biol- 
ogy and genetics classes which, for her 
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Turley Publications photo by Mike Lydick 
AHS art teacher Dianna DeCaro’s 
passion for art was fostered as 
a child growing up in Agawam. 
She’s now using her passion to 
help students like freshman Cari- 
na Savoie, who is taking DeCaro’s 
drawing and painting class. 


art, is heavily influenced by microbiol- 
ogy. “The point I made to students: Keep 
an open mind, because you never know 

what may inspire you.” 
She also shared works in progress of 
paintings and illustrations from Halo, a 
Please see ART, page 7 
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Spring plant sale offered | Regular School Committee | 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


by conservation group 


The Hampden Conservation District, in 
cooperation with the USDA Natural Re- 
source Conservation Service, will host a 
spring plant sale, with orders due by Wednes- 
day, April 10. 

The purchase of carefully selected, afford- 
able plants helps fund technical assistance, 
educational tours, and workshops in the con- 
servation and management of local natural 
resources in Hampden County. 

Orders may be placed at pioneervalleycon- 
servation.org. Many items come in bundles 
for discounted rates. Refunds or exchanges 
are available in case of sold-out items. 


For more information, contact Julie Mey- 
er at (413) 230-7722 or email 413treesale@ 
gmail.com. 

All orders must be picked up Saturday, 
April 27 from 9 a.m. to noon at the Big E 
Massachusetts Building, 1305 Memorial 
Ave., West Springfield. For admittance into 
the fairground, confirmation letters are re- 
quired. 

Any unclaimed orders will be donated to 
conservation groups. No refunds are given 
for missed pick-ups. It is the responsibil- 
ity of the purchaser to guarantee survival of 
plants after they leave the sale. 


ART, from page 6 
children’s picture book St. Laurent wrote 
and illustrated and will soon publish. A book 
about afterlife, it was inspired by St. Lau- 
rent’s own spiritual journey as well as the 
near-death experiences recorded by people 
of different faiths. 

This was the first time St. Laurent had 
been back at AHS in nearly seven years. 
That was when she was a substitute teacher 
at the school. 

However, this was also the first time she 
spoke to a group of high school students as 
a visiting artist. She said the familiar smells 
brought back memories of her own days as a 
student at the school. 

Her parents still live in the Feeding Hills 
house in which St. Laurent grew up in as a 
child, so to avoid a long morning drive, she 
stayed with them the night before speaking 
at AHS. “T told students how strange it was 
to wake up in my old bedroom at my par- 
ents’ house and drive to the high school. It 
was kind of surreal.” 

DeCaro’s passion for art was fostered as 
a child growing up in Agawam. When her 
family went on vacations together, they 
would go to different areas and visit muse- 
ums. “I loved learning about the history of 
places by looking at art, photography, and 
architecture,” she said. 

After graduating from AHS, she attended 
Stonehill College near Boston. She double 
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majored in fine arts and American studies, 
finishing a large part of her art credits while 
studying at the Accademia, an art academy 
in Florence, Italy. 

DeCaro decided to pursue her education 
career after college when she was a substi- 
tute teacher in Westfield and Agawam. “My 
initial path after college led me to working 
in art galleries and assisting in curating ex- 
hibits. It was exciting, but I knew in my heart 
the classroom is where I wanted to be. I love 
being an active part of learning.” 

This is her first year as an art teacher after 
five years of teaching English at AHS. She 
applied for the position when AHS added an 
art teacher last spring. “I jumped at the op- 
portunity to challenge myself on a new ca- 
reer path,’ said DeCaro who teaches draw- 
ing and painting, digital photography, and 
3-D sculpture. 

Although DeCaro’s career in art took a 
different path than St. Laurent’s, the Aga- 
wam resident has no regrets about teaching 
at the school she once attended. 

“Tt feels great to be a part of a faculty that I 
respected so much,” she said. “At first, it was 
a little weird having lunch with my former 
teachers — I still call them Mr. and Mrs. ?m 
thankful to be a part of a group of dedicated 
educators and teaching in a place where I 
first learned the importance to give back and 
to appreciate where you are from.” 
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meeting agenda 


Roberta G. Doering School 
68 Main St. 
March 12 -7 p.m. 


. Call to order 
. Moment of silence 
. Roll call of attendance 
. Regular Meeting — 7 p.m. 
. Citizen’s Speak Time 
. Highlights on Education: None 
. Superintendent’s notes 
. Student Advisory Committee Repre- 
sentative update 
9. Unfinished Business: None 
10. Business Meeting: 
a. Routine matters 
1) Approval of minutes 
2) Calendar/Correspondence 
b. Warrants/Transfers 
c. Reports: 
1). Scheduled reports: 
* SPED Program update — A. Rist and 
K. Cass 
2). Subcommittee updates 
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11. New Business: 

a. SCR-13-07, Approval to authorize 
preparation of a Statement of Interest for 
a New Early Childhood Center and high 
school. 

b. SCR-13-08, Approval of spring band 
trip to New York City on April 11-12, 
2013. 

c. SCR-13-09, Approval of use of AHS 
auditorium by Mary Ann Studio of Dance 
for recital on June 17 and June 20, 2013. 

12. Policy Review 

a. Policy JIE-1, Physical Limitations, 
2nd and 3rd readings 

b. Policy GBEBC, Gifts To and Solici- 
tations by Staff, 2nd and 3rd readings 

c. Policy JLCA, Physical Examinations 
of Students, Ist reading 

d. Policy IHBG, Home Schooling, Ist 
reading 

13. Any other items that may legally 
come before the committee 

14. Adjournment 


Rabies vaccination clinic 
set for March 30 


AGAWAM -— Second Chance Animal 
Shelter, Inc., a shelter located in East Brook- 
field that facilitates adoptions, spay and neu- 
ter services and many other pet programs, 
will hold a rabies vaccination and microchip 
clinic Saturday, March 30 from 9-11 a.m. at 
the Agawam Police Station. 

Cost for the vaccination is $12 and the mi- 


crochip is $20. Dogs must be on a leash and 
cats must be in carriers. If your pet if eligible 
for a three-year vaccination, bring prior vac- 
cination information. 

For more information on programs and 
adoptable pets, visit www.secondchanceani- 
mals.org. 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Swedish rock 
group 

5. Teen skin 
disorder 

9. An instrument 
that magnifies 

14. Sledgehammer 

15. Ran away from 

16. Old European 
silver coin 

17. “Rule 
Britannia” 
composer 

18. Rend or tear 
apart 

19. Oats genus 

20. Greater TV 
resolution 

23. Kiln 

24. A furrow in the 
road 

25. Family Turdidae 

28. Duck-billed 
mammal 

33. German tennis 
star Tommy 

34. “You Send Me” 
singer Sam 

35. Volcanic 
mountain in 


Japan 
. Governed over 
. Process of decay 
. Clear wrap 
brand 
. Put into service 
. Snake catcher 
tribe of India 
. Best section of 
the mezzanine 
. Masseur 
. Funereal stone 
slabs 
. Before 
. Again 
. L of 10 official 
U.S. days off 
. Alternate name 
. One of Bobby 
Franks’ killers 
. Port capital of 
Vanuatu 
. Individual 
dishes are a la 


62. Shellfish 

63. Welsh for John 

64. Fencing swords 

65. Griffith or 
Rooney 

66. Titanic’s fate 


CLUES DOWN 29. Burbot 

1. Far East wet nurse 30. Christmas 

2. Apulian seaport lantern in the 

3. Barrel hole Phillipines 
stopper 31. Utilization 

4. Tavern where ale 32. Sound units 
is sold 34. Leg shank 

5. Anew 37. Umlauts 

6. Actor 40. Female owners 
Montgomery of #4 down 

7. Pigmented skin 43. One who regrets 
moles 46. Serenely 

8. Adam & Eve’s deliberate 
garden 47. Stuck up 

9. Legislative acts 48. Cablegram 

10. Pit (abbr.) 

11. Butter alternative 50. In advance 

12. Actor Sean 51. Envelope 

13. A major division opening closure 
of geological 52. Ireland 
time 53. Australian 

21. Hyrax Labradoodle 

22. Country of Club of America 
Baghdad (alt. (abbr.) 
sp.) 54. Poetic forsaken 

25. Repetitive 55. Female operatic 
strumming star 

26. West Chadic 56. Actor Alda 

27. Rattling breaths 57. An American 

28. Savile Row tailor 58. Highest card 
Henry 


Answers on page 10 
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Feeding Hills native visits Cuba 


CUBA, from page 3 


Stephens. “We wanted to send her letters 
and photos from our trip but it’s very hard to 
send anything to Cuba.” 

The students traveled to Old Havana City, 
Las Terrazas National Park, and visited the 
places where famous American author Er- 
nest Hemingway lived his last days. 

“We explored the city and the architecture 
was amazing. Everything was so colorful. 
There were a bunch of little shops and old 
cars. The little markets were a lot of fun to 
go into,” she said. “We had sugar cane juice 
next to Hemingway’s house and that was the 
best thing I tasted there. It wasn’t in season 
so we were lucky to try it.” 

Stephens and her friends ate traditional 
Cuban cuisine, visited beautiful beaches, 
listened to traditional music and learned the 
life stories of the people they met who had 
grown up in the mysterious country. 

“We would sit out on the back porch and 


talk for a long time about the differences and 
similarities between our lives. It’s was very 
interesting,” she said. “The Cuban people 
are also able to separate the American gov- 
ernment from the American people. That’s 
amazing given the history and I don’t think 
many people realize this.” 

The government of Cuba permits Ameri- 
can citizens to visit. However, the United 
States restricts travel to the country for tour- 
ism and only allows its citizens to travel to 
Cuba for family, religious, educational or 
cultural reasons. 

“IT want to go back. I was lucky that my 
school offered this accredited program and 
we were the first from my school to ever get 
to go,” she said. “We flew from Buffalo to 
Miami to Havana. I was excited to finally get 
there and I really want to go back one day.” 

Stephens is currently in the early writ- 
ing stages of her senior honors thesis on the 
Cuban Five, five men falsely accused of es- 


Council says no to state 
TAX, from page 1 


the income tax, these are the things you’re 
voting against,” Wingard said. 

Likewise, John Bennett and Elaine Carl- 
son urged the council not to support the reso- 
lution. 

School Street resident Richard Malone 
supported the measure, however, saying that 
raising taxes does not solve anything. “What 
we need to do is control spending,” he said. 

According to Bitzas, working people al- 
ready saw a reduction in their paychecks in 
January due to an increase in federal taxes 
and that they simply cannot afford another 
reduction. 

“Any increase in our income taxes along 
with unnecessary government spending will 
not help our already suffering economy,” 
Bitzas said, reading from the proposed reso- 
lution. 

Bitzas went on to state that Patrick indi- 
cated during a Jan. 25 speech at the Mas- 
sachusetts Municipal Association Annual 
Meeting in Boston that he would fight for his 
tax increase and ask city and town leaders to 
do the same. 

“As elected officials, it is our duty to stand 
up and take a stand with the elected officials 
in the surrounding communities to oppose 
any income tax increase,” Bitzas stated. 

He urged the council not to believe the 
“fear tactics” provided by supporters of the 
governor’s proposal and asked the council to 
have the political courage to publicly oppose 
or support the tax increase. 

“We pay enough taxes already,” he said. 
“We will send a strong message [to Boston] 
that we oppose any increase in taxes.” 

Councilor Donald Rheault said he thought 
supporting an increase in taxes at this time 
was “out of order. 

“The more that you give them, the more 
they will spend,” Rheault said of the govern- 
ment. 

He was present at a recent legislative 
breakfast in West Springfield with state Sen. 
Michael Knapik, R-Westfield, and state Rep. 
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wide tax 


Nicholas Boldyga, R-Southwick, and sug- 
gested that their names be added to the reso- 
lution. 

Councilor Cecilia Calabrese asked why it 
was OK to ask the private sector to take a cut 
in income but it was not OK to ask govern- 
ment to get its spending in order, a sentiment 
with which Councilor Paul Cavallo agreed. 

“The state government has to start getting 
realistic,” he said. “It’s about time we realize 
that we’re not going to get what we want by 
raising taxes.” 

Robert Rossi commended the council for 
its “enthusiasm” for sending a strong mes- 
sage to Boston but said he thought it was 
“misplaced.” 

According to Rossi, it is important to start 
at the local level to control spending here. 

“Overspending is a real problem because 
it’s easy to raise taxes,” Rossi said. He urged 
the council to see what plays out in Boston 
first. 

City Council President Christopher John- 
son, in stepping from the chair, said he does 
not support an increase in taxes, but that he 
does support the fact that it’s being discussed 
in Boston. 

“T applaud Governor Patrick because he’s 
the only one who has had the political cour- 
age to make a change to the tax structure,” 
Johnson said, adding, “I want the Legisla- 
ture to have a free and open discussion about 
whether or not to change the tax structure in 
Massachusetts.” 

The council unanimously voted to amend 
the resolution to include Knapik and Bold- 
yga. The vote on the amended resolution, 
however, was split with five councilors in 
favor, three against and three absent. John- 
son, Rossi and Joseph Mineo voted no while 
Councilors Gina Letellier, Robert Magovern 
and Dennis Perry were absent. 

Following the vote, Bitzas thanked those 
councilors who supported the resolution. 

“Our state has a spending problem, not a 
revenue problem,” he concluded. 
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pionage who were imprisoned in the United 
States after being arrested in 1998 and con- 
victed in 2001. Stephens was able to speak 
with the families of the men. 

She received two scholarships to attend 
the private Jesuit university in Buffalo, N.Y. 
She chose international relations and politi- 
cal science as her major because it would 
bring her closer to a life-long dream of trav- 
eling the world that was inspired by a world- 
trekking uncle. 

“The country of Cuba is really beautiful 
and I had such an amazing experience. I 
wish that more people could experience it,” 
she said. 
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Upcoming vacancy 
on CPA Committee 


AGAWAM - Effective April 30, 
there is an opening for the Agawam 
Community Preservation Act Com- 
mittee. Anyone interested should 
contact Barbara Bard in the city 
council office as soon as possible at 
(413) 726-9716 or email by email at 
bbard @agawam.ma.us. 


Police investigation made public 


POLICE, from page 1 
trative leave. 

Gillis informed her that the incident was 
out of the department’s hands, but in the 
hands of the district attorney’s office (which 
ultimately cleared her of criminal wrongdo- 
ing in the incident). She remained on leave 
until she was let go in November. Neither 
Cohen nor officials at the police department 
would specify whether she was relieved of 
duty because of the shooting or the wrong- 
way driving incident. 

Hampden County District Attorney Mark 
Mastroianni criticized the Agawam Police 
Department for giving Petrangelo a “built- 
in” defense by not citing her for the incident. 
She cannot be charged now and should have 
at least been issued a citation, he claimed. 

Mastrioanni did not return calls seeking 
further comment on the issue. 

Cohen said due to the ongoing litigation, 
he could not comment any further on the in- 
cident. He declined to not specify whether 
Petrangelo was suing the town or police de- 
partment. He admitted that the report was 
being released now simply because it was 
requested. 

“The investigation is a public record and it 
was requested so I released it,” said Cohen. 

Included in the report were statements by 
Agawam officers James Wheeler and Wil- 
liam Pierson, Sgt. Anthony Grasso, and two 
dispatchers, who were among those inter- 
viewed. 

Pierson was identified as the first respond- 
ing officer to the scene on June 29. Per police 
protocol with an incident involving a fellow 
officer, he called for a supervisor to handle 
the situation after he identified Petrangelo as 
the wrong-way driver. 

The report stated Petrangelo told Pierson 
she had been in an argument with fellow 
officer Brandon Donovan, with whom she 
stated she was in a dating relationship. The 
argument led to her going out, she said. 

Pierson observed that Petrangelo appeared 
intoxicated and her eyes were bloodshot. 
“According Officer Pierson, Officer Pe- 
trangelo seemed to have no grasp of where 
she had been, or how she had ended up where 
she was,” Gillis wrote in his report. 

Petrangelo asked Pierson if she was going 
to be arrested. Pierson told Petrangelo it was 
not his call, and that a supervisor was com- 
ing to the scene. 

Later on, West Springfield police left the 
scene in the hands of the Agawam officers 
and their supervisors. 

During his interview, Grasso commented 
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to Gillis he did not believe it was a good idea 
for Petrangelo to continue to serve the com- 
munity, stating she had become “cavalier in 
her dealings with people while on duty. 

“Sgt. Grasso stated that he felt Offi- 
cer Petrangelo would pose a threat to ev- 
eryone if she was allowed to return from 
administrative leave based on her recent 
statements and action,’ the report states. 
Grasso also said he believed Petrangelo had 
an alcohol problem and needed rehabilita- 
tion. 

Gillis’ report concluded by stating Pe- 
trangelo was clearly intoxicated on June 29, 
2012 and that she jeopardized her safety and 
that of the motoring public as well. 

“That her actions did not result in a devas- 
tating tragedy, is simply miraculous, and we 
as a department and as a community need to 
consider ourselves lucky this incident con- 
cluded the way that it did,” the report states. 

After learning about the June 29, 2012 
event, Cohen stated he ordered Light to take 
action and ensure a similar incident never 
happened again. Cohen also said the Dis- 
trict Attorney’s office was made aware of the 
incident from the very beginning. 

Additional information was not made 
available at presstime. 


Police probe 


potential hazmat 
HAZMAT, from page 1 


quested the assistance of the Massachusetts 
State Police Bomb Squad, according to the 
police statement. 

The Massachusetts Department of Fire 
Services Region IV Hazardous Materials 
Team removed the item from the vehicle. 
Investigators tested the contents at the scene 
and determined, on a preliminary basis, that 
“did not pose an immediate threat” to the 
surrounding homes and businesses, but the 
vehicle and the area around it were cordoned 
off, said Gillis. 

“That’s standard operating procedure with 
any potential crime scene we deal with,” Gil- 
lis said, adding the suspicious material was 
not a soda bottle bomb. “It was hazardous 
materials,” he said. 

A joint investigation into the item, its con- 
tents, and discovery is being conducted by 
the Agawam Police Department, and office 
of the State Fire Marshal. 

Police and fire officials declined to com- 
ment on the contents of the item or where 
it was discovered, pending further investiga- 
tion. 
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On the shelf at the Cgawam Public Library 


AuthorTalk with Bob Steele 

Former Connecticut Congressman Bob 
Steele will visit the library Monday, March 
18 at 7 p.m. to discuss his novel, “The Curse: 
Big Time Gambling’s Seduction of a Small 
New England Town.” The novel is set 
against the casino gambling explosion that 
hit Connecticut during the 1990s, when the 
Mashantucket Pequots and the Mohegans 
built the world’s two largest casinos within 
eight miles of each other. The story revolves 
around a family’s battle to stop developers 
from building a third casino that threatens the 
family’s town and ancestral home. Steele’s 
novel comes at a time when Massachusetts is 
in the media spotlight during the process of 
selecting sites for three casinos. Fore more 
information, visit www.rhsteele.com. Books 
will be available for purchase and signing at 
the event. To register, call the 789-1550 ext. 
4 or visit www.agawamlibrary.org. 


Authors needed 

The Agawam Public Library is looking for 
authors to participate in a book signing event 
promoting local authors. It will also serve 
at the kick off for the library’s Adult Sum- 
mer Reading Program. The event, called 
“READLocal,” will take place Monday, 
June 24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. New this year, 
“READLocal” is open to any author who 
has published a book for adults. Participat- 


ing authors will be provided with table space 
to set up a display, as well as the opportunity 
to promote and sell their book to the public. 
A library kiosk will be dedicated to event for 
the month of June. uthors who would like 
to have a copy of their books available for 
advance circulation should donate a copy to 
the library as soon as possible. Interested au- 
thors should contact Wendy McAnanama by 
email at wmcananama @agawamlibrary.org. 
Include book summary and any additional 
information and photos that may be used for 
publicity purposes. Everything must be sub- 
mitted by May 1. 


Local youth art on display 


National Youth Art Month will be cele- 
brated at the library on the gallery and lower 
level walls, and in the double glass, Johnson 
Memorial, and lower level cases through 
March 28. The exhibit will include kinder- 
garten through grade 8 artworks done in 
school, including pencil, crayon and marker 
drawings, watercolors, pastels, paper and 
yarn weavings, clay, paint, and other media. 

Agawam High School artists will ex- 
hibit their work later this spring at the high 
school. The public is invited to support local 
youth artists by logging in responses in the 
comment book located near the main refer- 
ence area. 


Local resident among 
Hometown Hero honorees 


The American Red Cross Pioneer Valley 
Chapter’s 2013 Hometown Heroes Breakfast 
will take place Thursday, March 28 at 7:30 
a.m. at the MassMutual Center, 1277 Main 
St., Springfield. The Hometown Heroes 
Breakfast honors local individuals and/or 
groups who have shown courage, kindness, 
and unselfish character when a friend, family 
member or stranger faced a life threatening 
situation - or who have had an extraordi- 
nary impact on his/her community or fellow 
man. 

This annual signature event is the chapter’s 
largest fundraising event, providing resourc- 
es to support the work of the Pioneer Valley 
Chapter throughout local communities. 

This year’s honorees include Westfield 
Fire Captain Rebecca Boutin, of Feeding 
Hills, who saved the life of fellow firefighter 
Steve Makos, when he became separated 
from his team while fighting a fire at 12 
Franklin St. in Westfield last year. Unable 
to stop the fire and faced with heavy smoke 
and heat, Boutin and her team retreated from 
the building. Makos became separated from 
them and with his air tank running low, could 
not find his way out as he became enveloped 
with heavy black smoke. 

Boutin reentered the building and crawled 
under the smoke, swinging her feet and tools 
in the blackness until she kicked Makos’s 
shoulder. He grabbed her boot and she led 
him from the building. Boutin received 


the Medal of Valor for her efforts. “Abso- 
lutely no doubt about it,” said Makos later, 
“IT wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for 
Becky.” 

For more information or to purchase tick- 
ets to the event, contact Caitlin O’Hara at 
(413) 233-1035 or email caitlin.ohara@red- 
cross.org. 


Garfield graduates 
from basic training 


Army Pvt. Dylan J. Garfield has 
graduated from basic combat training 
at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. 

During the nine weeks of training, 
the soldier studied the Army mission, 
history, tradition and core values, phys- 


ical fitness, and received instruction 
and practice in basic combat skills, mil- 
itary weapons, chemical warfare and 
bayonet training, drill and ceremony, 
marching, rifle marksmanship, armed 
and unarmed combat, map reading, 
field tactics, military courtesy, mili- 
tary justice system, basic first aid, foot 
marches, and field training exercises. 

Garfield is the son of Carrie Gar- 
field, of Agawam, and Gary Garfield, 
of Westfield. 
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Junior Women say ‘thanks’ to area vets 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


AJWC club members Ginny Stempel (left), Vicky Cavanaugh (center), and 
Gloria King (right), deliver Valentine’s Day baskets to staff members at 


Holyoke Soldier’s Home. 


The GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club (AJWC) supported the “National Salute 
to Veteran Patients,’ which took place Feb. 
12-18, by participating in the Valentine’s For 
Vets (V4V) program. Club members made 
chocolate Valentine-themed pops for veter- 
ans at the Holyoke Soldier’s Home. After 
the chocolate pops were made, they were 
individually bagged, tied up with a bow, and 
placed into two USA themed baskets, one 


for a group of 25 veterans and the other for a 
group of 32 veterans in two separate units. 

In addition to the chocolate pops, addi- 
tional Valentine’s candy was included along 
with Valentine cards signed by club mem- 
bers. AJWC actively supports the Holyoke 
Soldiers Home throughout the year with 
donations of magazines, gardening supplies, 
canteen coupons, movie nights, and an ice 
cream social held there last summer. 


‘Save the date’ for AHS 
Class of 1978 reunion 


The Agawam High School Class of 
1978 reunion committee invites all class- 
mates to “save the date” for its reunion 
planned for Friday, Nov. 29 at St Anne 
Country Club. The night’s events will in- 
clude dinner and music provided by DJ 
Sound Production. 

Members of the committee include 
Shelley Borgatti-Reed, Elsie (Brindle) 
Mallory, Joellen LeGrand, Mark Pale- 


ologopoulos and Lisa (Kamyk) Johnson. 

Classmates are asked to contact the 
committee with either updated email 
addresses or postal addresses, includ- 
ing those that have not moved since the 
last reunion. To do so, email AHSclas- 
sof1978@msn.com or call Shelley Bor- 
gatti-Reed at (413) 786-4960, or mail El- 
sie (Brindle) Mallory at 27 Harding St., 
Agawam, MA 01001. 


The Atrium to host free 
movie presentation 


The Atrium at Cardinal Drive, located at 
153 Cardinal Drive, Agawam, will host a 
special movie presentation, “Complaints of a 
Dutiful Daughter,” Tuesday, March 26 from 
6-7:30 p.m. In this acclaimed film, Deborah 
Hoffmann gradually realizes that her ag- 
ing mother’s confusion and forgetfulness is 
something more - Alzheimer’s disease. With 
profound insight and a great deal of humor, 
“Complaints of a Dutiful Daughter” reveals 
the various stages of her mother’s disease 


and the evolution of her own response to the 
illness. 

“Complaints of a Dutiful Daughter” is 
much more than a story about Alzheimer’s. 
It is ultimately a life-affirming exploration 
of family relations, aging and change, the 
meaning of memory and love. 

This event is free and open to the public. 
Light refreshments will be served. To make 
a reservation, call (413) 821-9911. 
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Public Safety 


The Agawam Fire Department respond- 
ed to 52 EMS calls and 26 fire/emergency 
response calls for the week of Feb. 26 
through March 4. 


On Feb. 26 at 11:40 a.m., the department 
responded to Silver Street for no incident 
found on arrival at dispatch address. 

On Feb. 26 at 1:50 p.m., the department 
responded to Leonard Street for a good 
intent call. 

On Feb. 26 at 2:20 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Mill Street for carbon 
monoxide detector activation, no carbon 
monoxide. 

On Feb. 27 at 6:06 a.m., the department 
responded to Silver Street for off-road ve- 
hicle or heavy equipment fire. 

On Feb. 27 at 11:38 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Main Street to assist 
police or other governmental agency. 

On Feb. 28 at 2:29 p.m., the department 
responded to Castle Hills Road for public 
service. 

On Feb. 28 at 7:32 p.m., the department 
responded to the intersection of Suffield 
Street and Walnut Street Ext. for a motor 
vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On Feb. 28 at 8:44 p.m., the department 
responded to Rugby Road for a lock-in. 


FIRE LOG 


On March | at 10:59 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Springfield Street for a 
vehicle accident, general cleanup. 

On March | at 12:21 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to South Westfield Street 
for alarm system activation, no fire — un- 
intentional. 

On March | at 2:30 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Springfield Street for 
sprinkler activation due to malfunction. 

On March | at 7:10 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Forest Ridge Lane for 
a lockout. 

On March | at 8:14 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Main Street for a mo- 
tor vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On March 2 at 7:42 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Meadowbrook Manor 
for local alarm system, malicious false 
alarm. 

On March 3 at 1:12 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Anvil Street for carbon 
monoxide detector activation due to mal- 
function. 

On March 3 at 11:17 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Springfield Street for 
hazardous condition. 

On March 3 at 2:08 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Springfield Street for 
a lockout. 


On March 3 at 8:36 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Suffield Street for pub- 
lic service assistance. 

On March 3 at 8:44 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Suffield Street for a 
cooking fire. 

On March 3 at 9:17 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Suffield Street for a 
police matter. 

On March 4 at 11:01 a.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Allison Lane to assist 
invalid. 

On March 4 at 12:21 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to River Road for a lock- 
out. 

On March 4 at 3:17 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Barry Street for carbon 
monoxide detector activation due to mal- 
function. 

On March 4 at 4:37 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Federal Street Ext. to 
assist invalid. 

On March 4 at 5:02 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Springfield Street for a 
motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On March 4 at 10:38 p.m., the depart- 
ment responded to Suffield Street for 
alarm system sounding due to malfunc- 
tion. 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department respond- 
ed to 242 calls from Feb. 26 to March 4. The 
department made five arrests. Those arrest- 
ed will appear at a future date in Westfield 
District Court and are innocent until proven 
guilty. 


Friday, March 1 

Michael Berthiaume, 40, of 60 Arnold St., 
Agawam, was arrested on charges of operat- 
ing a motor vehicle with license suspended 
and speeding in violation of special regula- 
tion. 

Kimone Chippy Gilbert, 31, of 126 Riviera 
Drive, Agawam, was arrested on a charge of 
larceny over $250. 


Saturday, March 2 
Francis W. Hoague, 44, of 33 Norman 
Terrace, Apt. 1, Agawam, was arrested on a 
charge of domestic assault and battery. 


Sunday, March 3 
Daniel Joseph Harpin, 41, of 75 Spruce 
Circle, Feeding Hills, was arrested on a 
charge of violation of abuse prevention or- 
der. 
Kyle Reynolds, 20, of 72 Beverly Lane, 
Agawam, was arrested on a charge of person 


under 21 possession of liquor. 


Seniors | 


r 


| Weekly calendar 


| of events 


Monday, March 11: 8:15 a.m., Weight 
| Training, Yoga; 9:30 a.m., Painting Club, 
Line Dancing, Fallon Ins. Meeting; 10 
| a.m., Office Hours with Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga; 11:30 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., 
| Bingo; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna. 
Tuesday, March 12: 9 a.m. S.H.LN.E. 
| (by appt.), Knitting, Sewing, Exercise; 10 
a.m., PACE, Computer Club Meets; 12:30 
p.m., Ladies Billiards, Movie (“It Could 
| Happen to You”), Mah Jongg; 2:30 p.m., 
Chorus; 4:30 p.m., Yoga; 6 p.m., Beginner 
| Line Dance; 6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing 
Class. 
| Wednesday, March 13: 8:15 a.m., Yoga, 
Weight Training; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 
12:30 p.m., Bridge; | p.m., Ballroom Les- 
| sons; 1:30 p.m., Golden Agers Chapter I 
Meeting; 3:30 p.m., Theater Group Re- 
| hearsal; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna. 
Thursday, March 14: 9 a.m.-Noon, Tax 
| Prep. (by appt.); 9 a.m., Exercise; 9:30 
a.m., Quilting; 10 a.m., Line Dancing; 
12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1 p.m., Pitch, Free 
| Blood Pressure Check; 1:30 p.m., Open 
Art Class; 2 p.m., Melody Band Practice; 


L 


NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON / | 
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6:30 p.m., Pitch. 
Friday, March 15: 8:30 a.m., Tap Class; 


5 


9:15 a.m., Oil Painting; 9:30 a.m., Hand | 


and Foot Card Game, Beginners Com- 
puter Class; 10 a.m., Tai Chi; 11:15 a.m., 
Yoga;11:30 a.m., St. Patrick’s Day Lun- 
cheon (music with Liz Carter); Noon, 
Canasta; | p.m., Pitch, Cribbage; 5 p.m., 
Zumba with Donna. 


Lunch menu 


Monday, March 11: Stuffed crust pizza 
with low-sodium pepperoni, three-bean 
salad, orange juice, bananas. 

Tuesday, March 12: Hamburger with 
peppers and onions, macaroni salad, 
stewed prunes. 

Wednesday, March 13: Chicken mar- 
sala, mashed potatoes, peas and carrots, 
baked good. 

Thursday, March 14: Stuffed shells with 
meat sauce, garden salad, pears. 

Friday, March 15: (St. Patrick’s Day 
Party) Corned beef and cabbage, potatoes 
and carrots, Irish bread, chocolate mint 
parfait. 
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Notes from the Music Room 


By Darcy Davis 


As the rehearsals for the Irving Berlin 
Concert proceed, I cannot withhold my grat- 
itude for pianists Evelyn O’ Melia and Rob- 
ert Coelln for many years of playing for the 
Agawam Senior Center music groups. 

The Melody Band was formed in 1990 
and Evelyn came in early and has played for 
more than 20 years. Robert came in for the 
Memory Lane Chorus in 1998 and is still 
there at the keyboard. Over the years, they 
have covered for each other when needed on 
a good many rehearsals and performances. 

In the early years, the chorus traveled 


around a bit to present programs, but in recent 
years, has not done a lot of that. The band, on 
the other hand, has kept up a steady diet of 
travel to over 40 locations in the Springfield 
area for programs. Both the chorus and the 
band have gotten together for many of the 
yearly shows in Agawam and that will also 
happen for the Irving Berlin Concert on May 
10 at Agawam High School. 

Over the years, the spring concert has 
featured some guest performances and this 
year will feature a large contingent of fourth- 
grade singers directed by Paul Sawyer. You 
will have to see and hear this to believe it. It 
is turning out to be a very special event. 


Noble Hospital lab 
receives accreditation 


WESTFIELD — The Noble Hospital 
Main Laboratory was recently awarded ac- 
creditation from the College of American 
Pathologists (CAP) as a result of an on-site 
inspection as part of the CAP’s accreditation 
programs. 

The Noble Hospital Main Laboratory’s 
director, Dr. Krystyna Sikorska, was advised 
of this national recognition and congratulat- 
ed for the excellence of the services provid- 
ed. The laboratory is one of more than 7,000 
CAP-accredited facilities worldwide. 

The U.S. Federal Government recognizes 


the CAP Laboratory Accreditation Program, 
begun in the early 1960s, as being equal-to 
or more-stringent-than the government’s 
own inspection program. 

During the CAP accreditation process, 
designed to ensure the highest standard of 
care for all laboratory patients, inspectors 
examine the laboratory’s records and quality 
control of procedures for the preceding two 
years. CAP inspectors also examine labora- 
tory staff qualifications, equipment, facili- 
ties, safety program and record, and overall 
management. 
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Turley Publications courtesy photo 
Pictured is one of two James Clark Elementary School signs that 


were renovated recently by Richard Stepanik, with the help of local 
business donations. The signs are located at the entrance of Oxford 
Street as well as at the school grounds entrance. 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 
| The Agawam High School lunch menu 
is posted on the school’s website. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH 
| SCHOOL 
Monday, March 11: Baked chicken 
| sticks with dipping sauce, steamed white 
rice, seasoned carrot coins, fresh and 
chilled fruit. 
| Tuesday, March 12: Shepard’s pie with 
gravy on the side, dinner roll, seasoned 
| corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 
Wednesday, March 13: Whole-wheat 
| buttered noodles with meat sauce on the 
side, French breadstick, Italian mixed 
| vegetables, fresh and chilled fruit. 
Thursday, March 14: Spicy chicken pat- 
ty on a roll, chips, seasoned green beans, 
| fresh and chilled fruit. 
Friday, March 15: Whole-grain French 
| bread pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh 
and chilled fruit, cookie. 


ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
| Monday, March 11: Baked chicken 
sticks with dipping sauce, steamed white 
l rice, seasoned green beans, fresh and 
chilled fruit. 
Tuesday, March 12: Barbeque rib sand- 
| wich, side of mac and cheese, seasoned 
corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 
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| Agawam Schools’ weekly lunch menu 


Wednesday, March 13: Whole-wheat 
buttered noodles with meat sauce on the 
side, French breadstick, Italian mixed 
vegetables, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Thursday, March 14: Chicken patty on 
a roll with condiments, Smart Food pop- 
corn, three-bean salad, fresh and chilled 
fruit. 

Friday, March 15: Whole-grain French 
bread pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh 
and chilled fruit, cookie. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS 

Monday, March 11: Baked chicken 
sticks with dipping sauce, steamed white 
rice, seasoned green beans, fresh and 
chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, March 12: Barbeque rib sand- 
wich, side of mac and cheese, seasoned 
corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Wednesday, March 13: Whole-wheat 
buttered noodles with meat sauce on the 
side, French breadstick, Italian mixed 
vegetables, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Thursday, March 14: Chicken patty on 
a roll with condiments, Smart Food pop- 
corn, three-bean salad, fresh and chilled 
fruit. 

Friday, March 15: Whole-grain French 
bread pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh 
and chilled fruit, cookie. 


Babson College — Leis! Bard, of Aga- 
wam, and Morgan Lockwood, of Feeding 
Hills, were named to the fall semester dean’s 
list. 

Franklin Pierce University - Abby Mar- 
tin, of Feeding Hills, graduated last fall and 
was also named to fall semester dean’s list. 

Marist College — Lauren Weiner, of 
Feeding Hills, was named to the fall semes- 
ter dean’s list. 

Northeastern University - Nicole Be- 
audry, Cara Mittler and Matthew Stelma, of 
Agawam, and Dillon Cecchi and Nicholas 
Giusto, of Feeding Hills, were named to the 
fall semester dean’s list. 


Thomas College - Maryanne Cross, of 
Feeding Hills, was named to the fall semes- 
ter dean’s list. 

Villanova University — Alexander Cas- 
sell, of Feeding hills, was named to the fall 
semester dean’s list. 

Western New England University - 
Marilyn J. Marquez De Mercado, Ari D. 
Mercado and Elena Shilyuk, of Agawam, 
and Theresa M. Glod, of Feeding Hills, 
graduated at ceremonies held Feb. 15. 

Westfield State University — Thomas 
Long, of Agawam, and Scott R. Freniere 
and Carole Duquette, of Feeding Hills, were 
named to the fall semester dean’s list. 


News, upcoming events at 
Westfield State University 


Undergraduate Open House 

The Division of Graduate and Continuing 
Education (DGCE) at Westfield State Univer- 
sity will hold an Undergraduate Open House 
Wednesday, March 13 at 6 p.m. in Scanlon 
Banquet Hall. Prospective students will have 
the opportunity to learn about undergraduate 
programs, review the admissions process, 
and talk to Outreach Specialists. Attendees 
will also have their application fees waived. 
To register for the Undergraduate Open 
House, visit www.GoBackNow.com. 

Renowned pianist to perform benefit 
concert 

World-renowned pianist Peter Serkin will 
perform a benefit concert at Westfield State 
University Friday, March 15 Dever Stage at 
7:30 p.m. This All-Beethoven Program will 


include the 11 Bagatelles, Op. 119, Sonata 
No. 31 in A-flat Major, Op. 110, 6 Baga- 
telles, Op. 126 and Sonata No. 26 in E flat 
major op 8la “Les Adieux.” The proceeds 
from the show will benefit the Westfield 
Festival of New Music, which celebrates the 
composition, performance, and appreciation 
of new concert music by composers at vari- 
ous stages of their careers. 

Serkin currently teaches at Bard Col- 
lege Conservatory of Music and the Longy 
School of Music. He resides in Massachu- 
setts with his wife, Regina, and is the father 
of five children. 

Tickets are $25 per person and may be 
purchased online at deverstage.com or at the 
door. Dever Stage is located in Parenzo Hall 
at the university. 


People of All Ages 
Read Newpapers 
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COMEDY NIGHT 


AT CRESTVIEW COUNTRY CLUB! 


DINNER/BUFFET: 5:30PM - 7:30PM SHOW TIME : 8PM 


“BOSTON & NEW YORK’S BEST ADULT HUMOR COMEDIANS 
WILL HAVE YOU IN STITCHES ALL NIGHT LONG!” 


OPENED FOR 
PAULY SHORE 


RODDY 
THOMAS 


FINALIST IN 
TONIGHT 
SHOW COMEDY 
CHALLENGE 


MARSHALL 
BRANDON 
BET COMIC VIEW 


DON 
CLEMENTS 


WINNER OF 
COMIC IDOL. 


$39 / PER PERSON 
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COUNTRY CLUB 


CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 


281 SHOEMAKER LANE 
AGAWAM, MA 413-786-2593 


WWW.CRESTVIEWCC.COM 
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A mother embraces her two boys f 


Billy Balzano, 10, Oscar Wolfe, 9 and Kannon Grover, 9 tear up the dance floor. 


B uilding on the success of 
the annual Father-Daughter 
Dance, Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation held its first-ever Mother- 
Son Dance Thursday, Feb. 28 at 


Oak Ridge Golf Club with a total 
of 120 people in attendance. 


Turley Publications photos by 
Kimberly Hatch 


Mothers have a great time dancing with their sons at the first-ever Mother- The dance floor is filled during the 
Son Dance sponsored by Agawam Parks and Recreation. Golf Club last Thursday evening. 


Boys lead their mothers in a sweet slow Showing off their Macarena moves. 
dance. 
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Oscar Wolfe, 9, (center) lights up the dance floor. 


Grant Lanier, 7, has what it takes. 


Billy Balzano, 10, knows how to get the crowd going. 


gottiy,. 


& KA _KARA_Koa 
Bs ‘Agawam Advertiser News 
En ua Fv, Y 


& A) DATED DXXDERIX) DXDEERDXORDER DC OXI DEREK XIX) XDI 


ual Mother Son Dance at the Oak Ridge 


Boys will be boys. 
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Brownies shut down Turners 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School ice hockey team 
advanced to the semifinals of the Western Massachusetts Di- 
vision 3A Tournament as they took out eighth-seeded Turn- 
ers Falls 4-0 last Thursday night at Olympia Ice Center in 
West Springfield. 

It was the second time this season Agawam defeated Turn- 
ers by a 4-0 score. 

The Brownies, who are the top-seeded team in this year’s 
tournament with a 15-3-2 record, had no problem dealing 
with Turners Falls, and completely outmatched and outshot 
their opponents throughout the game. 

The Brownies would score for the first time in the first 
period as Billy Wysocki tipped the puck in. The puck re- 
bounded off the goalie following a shot from Cam Rivest 
and Wysocki sent the rebound home to give Agawam a 1-0 
lead. 

The Brownies carried that lead into the second period and 
found themselves just shooting, and shooting, for a long 
time. Up 30-8 in shots with 3:22 left in the second period, 
Agawam still led just 1-0. 

The Brownies would fail to score even with a power play 
in the final 2:00 of the second period and would go on to 
lead in shot 40-9 starting the third period of play. 

Finally, with 9:00 remaining, the scoring drought was 
stopped as Corey Jenks put a goal in for the Brownies. 

Jenks received a pass from a faceoff just past the blue line 
and ripped a wrist shot into the goal. Alex Abilantis was 
credited with the assist as he took the faceoff for Agawam. 
The goal made it 2-0. 

About three minutes later, the Brownies were attacking 
the Turners goal again. Seamus Curran would pass of Abi- 
lantis, who got the puck to Jenks again. This time, at closer 
range, Jenks let off another wrist shot and the puck went off 
the goalie’s glove and into the goal to make it 3-0. 


Please see HOCKEY, page 15 
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Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam’s Zach Circosta circles the goal during 
the second period of Agawam’s quarterfinal win 
over Turners last Thursday night. 


Generals top Brownies 
in triple OT 


Liebel takes part 
in New England 
Championships 


Finishes off strong season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The season has ended officially for the Aga- 
wam wrestling team as the last man standing was 120-pound 
senior Connor Liebel. 

Liebel competed in Providence, R.I. at the New England 
Championships, going up against some of the best wrestlers 
in Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 
Connecticut, as well as All-State qualifiers from his home 
state of Massachusetts. 

Liebel wrestled on the opening round against Dominick 
Hahr of St. Johnsbury, Vt. It took until the second round, but 
he was able to score the pinfall with 15 seconds remaining 
in the round. 

In his second match, he took on Maine’s number one 
seeded wrestler Tyler Salsbury of Dexter. Liebel was able to 
score the pinfall against Maine’s best in just 1:16. 

That match propelled Liebel into the quarterfinals against 
Kevin Jack of Danbury, Conn. Jack would end up winning 
the New England Championship. Jack would score a rare 
pin of Liebel in the second round to send Liebel down to the 
consolation bracket to compete. 

Liebel would started out by winning the first match in the 
consolation round, defeating Tyler Davidson of Maine. He 
would win the match with a 9-6 decision and move on into 
the next phase of the consolation round. 

Liebel would then fall in the consolation quarterfinal 


Please see LIEBEL, page 16 


USA Wildcats win 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - It was nothing short of a 
marathon, and Agawam left everything they 
had in their first trip to the Western Massa- 
chusetts Division 1 Tournament in several 
years. 

Agawam had some great moments as the 
No. 8 Brownies hosted. No. 9 Pittsfield in 
the only preliminary round game in Divi- 
sion |. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam’s Angela Vecchiarelli goes 
for a layup. 


Pittsfield defeated Agawam with some 
key shots near the end of the third overtime, 
prevailing 75-72. 

Agawam led at times throughout the 
regulation period and led during most of the 
first two overtimes, but Pittsfield also made 
some clutch shots to keep trying the score 
and prevailed in the end. 

Agawam got great play from their start- 
ing lineup, which did the bulk of the work in 
their first playoff game in several seasons. 
Alycia Rackliffe, Danielle Stratton, Christie 
Mirski, and Angela Vecchiarelli also con- 
tributed greatly, while senior Paige Preston 
was a phenomenal playmaker and presence 
on the floor. 

Pittsfield utilized a made free throw to tie 
the score 66-66 to end the second overtime. 

After trailing to start the first two over- 
times, the Generals would score the first 
basket in the third overtime. Rackliffe 
would return with a jumper to tie the score 
68-68. 

But Pittsfield’s big 3-pointer shooter, 
Courtney McLaughlin, scored a trey to give 
Pittsfield a three-point lead. McLaughlin 
connected for a trey seven times. 

Rackliffe would sink a free throw and 
later a layup to tie the score 71-71. Shortly 
after, McLaughlin fouled out of the game, 
eliminated Pittsfield leading scorer in the 
game. 

But Pittsfield would manage to get a 
basket and a pair of free throws and led by 
four points with 25 seconds left. Rackliffe 
would make one more free throw to close 
the gap to three points, and Agawam would 
get the ball back with 7 seconds remaining, 
but could not get a three-point try off to re- 


Please see BROWNIES, page 16 


at The Capitol 


Turley Publications submitted photo 


The Junior Envy team placed first and won both the national and 


grand championships. 


By Dominique Travali 
Special to the Advertiser 


WINDSOR, Conn. — This past week- 
end, the USA Wildcats traveled to Battle 
at The Capitol and returned home with 
eight National Championship titles. 

Battle at The Capitol is a National 
Championship for competitive cheer- 
leading located on the outskirts of our 
nation’s capital in Washington, D.C. This 


competition hosts hundreds of teams 
traveling anywhere from Connecticut, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, Ohio, Indiana, Kansas and Min- 
nesota. 

Every team comes in the hopes of 
leaving as National Champs, but even 
more so to receive a bid to the USASF 
Cheerleading Worlds and/or U.S. Finals. 


Please see WILDCATS, page 16 
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Andre places seventh 
at New Englands 


AGAWAM - Agawam senior Mike Andre placed 
seventh at the New England Track and Field Cham- 
pionships with a time of 2 minutes, 34.47 seconds in 
the 400 meters. 


Correction 


In a story that ran in the Feb. 13 edition, the name 


of a LAF Board of Directors Member was acciden- 
tally omitted. 
Jeri Humphries is also a member of the Board. 
We apologize for the error. 


CALENDAR 


SHAA schedules softball, T-ball registration 

AGAWAM - The Sacred Heart Athletic Association 
(SHAA) will hold registration for softball and T-ball. 

SHAA offers softball leagues for girls ages 6 to 14 and 
T-ball for boys and girls ages 4 and 5. 

The cost for T-ball is $60; instructional softball (ages 6 
and 7) is $75; and NEYSA (ages 8-14) is $100. 

Registration will be held at the Sacred Heart Religious 
Education Center at 1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. To 
register by mail, visit www.leaguelineup.com/shsoftball. 
com, download the registration form and mail it directly to 
the SHAA. 

Deadline for mail-in registration is March 8. 


To get your organization’s information placed in the Aga- 
wam Advertiser News, contact Sports Editor Dave Forbes at 
413-283-8393 ext. 237 or send an email to dforbes @turley. 
com. 


HOCKEY, from page 14 


Abilantis would then score a goal of his own later in the 
game as he put the puck between the goalie’s legs after he 
received a pass from Jenks and scored the fourth goal for 
Agawam with 9 seconds left. 

Agawam had a phenomenal night shooting on goal as they 
outshot Turners 51-12. Goalie Anthony Ascioti would fin- 
ish the game with the shutout as he notched 12 saves for the 
Brownies. 

Jenks and Abilantis both had big games for Agawam with 
three points each. Jenks had two goals and an assist while 
Abilantis had a goal and two assists. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Agawam goalie Anthony Ascioti corrals the 
puck on Agawam’s end of the ice. 
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Rackliffe, Oleksak selected 
to play at Hall of Fame 


Page 15 


Agawam seniors two of 60 picked 


FILE PHOTOS 


Agawam senior Alycia Rackliffe has been selected to play in the 2013 Western Massachusetts 
Senior High School All-Star Games at the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame on Fri- 


day, March 22. 


Agawam senior Patrick Oleksak has been 
selected to play in the 2013 Western Massa- 
chusetts Senior High School All-Star Games 
at the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame Friday, March 22. 


443 Springfield Street 
Agawam, MA 


3 YEAR/ 36,000 MILE 


WARRANTY 
(ON MOST REPAIRS) 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame announced the team rosters for the 2013 
Western Massachusetts Senior High School All-Star 
Games presented by Curry Honda. 

The 2013 All-Star event will be held on Friday, March 
22 on the Jerry Colangelo Court of Dreams at the Hall of 
Fame. A total of 60 players were selected from different 
divisions within the region and for the three games that 
will showcase the top seniors for the final time. 

“We are excited to celebrate and recognize the top high 
school basketball players in Western Massachusetts,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and CEO of the Basketball Hall 
of Fame. “Year after year, these games showcase the best 
talent in the area and it is an honor for us to host these 
games at the Basketball Hall of Fame. We wish all of 
these seniors the best in their future endeavors and thank 
Curry Honda for their support of this special evening.” 

Among those selected includes Agawam seniors Alycia 
Rackliffe and Pat Oleksak. 

The teams were selected by a committee made up of 
local coaches and media members that represent each 
division on the boys and girls side. Six teams of 10 
were chosen and will be broken down into the following 
teams: Division 3 boys, Division 2 boys, two girls teams 
representing all three divisions and two Division | boys 
teams. 

Only seniors are eligible for the All-Star games. The 
first game at 5:30 p.m. will feature the boys Division 2 
team against the boys Division 3 team; the second game 
will be the girls at 7 p.m. and the final game of the eve- 
ning will be the Boys Division 1 at 8:30 p.m. 


Please see HALL OF FAME, page 16 
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The Cheerleading Worlds and the U.S. Fi- 
nals are the final competitions that determine 
a team’s overall placement within the coun- 
try, and even the world. 

The USA Wildcats have four teams that 
received the highest honors at Battle at The 
Capitol. Their Jr 3 Envy placed first and were 
titled National Champs. They were also ti- 
tled Grand Champs and had the third highest 
overall score in the entire competition. 

Their Sr 3 Coed Infamous placed first, 
were titled National Champs and received a 
paid bid to U.S. Finals. Their Sr 3 Infinite 
Red placed first and were titled National 
Champs, as well as Grand Champs, and won 
an additional honor called The Wow Award. 
The Open Hip Hop Fang Squad attained 
their ultimate goal and took home an at large 
bid to the USASF Dance Worlds. 

All eight of their teams to receive Ist place 
National Championship titles were in first 
place after day one and continued to hold 
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their rank after their day two performance. 
These teams were that of their Jr 2 Jealousy, 
Sr 4 Coed C 4, Sr 5 Coed Elite, Interna- 
tional 5 Street Cats, and the undefeated Jr 2 
Jungle Cats. 

Two teams took home a very close sec- 
ond-place title; they are the Sr 2 Bullet Proof 
and the Sr 3 Coed Swag. Their Sr 2 Cheetahs 
and Jr 2 Jags placed third, while their Youth 
1 Odyssey and Open Hip Hop Fang Squad 
placed sixth. 

Where are the USA Wildcats off to next? 
Next destination, Disney — where dreams 
come true. They will be heading to Orlando, 
Fla., this upcoming weekend to attend their 
next feat at the UCA International All Star 
Championship. 

In Wildcat Nation, every day is a great 
day! If you are interested in next season’s 
tryouts or want to learn more about the USA 
Wildcat program please visit our website at 
usawildcats.com. Tryouts are set for April 
23-24. 


Turley Publications submitted photo 


The Jungle Cats placed first in their division. 


LIEBEL, from page 14 


against New Hampshire’s champion Adam 
Corey. Corey scored an early second round 
pin over Lebel to wrap his New England 
experience. 

Coach Armando Ramos said Liebel was 
the first grappler he coached to go to New 
Englands. He was very pleased with Lieb- 
el’s performance at the big meet, going up 
against many talented wrestlers. 

“Connor had good run at New England,” 
Ramos said. “He started out by pinning his 
first two opponents. He pinned the second 
seeded Vermont wrestler and then pinned 
the Maine state champ with a headlock in 
the first period. He represented Agawam 
well and we were very proud of the way he 
conducted himself on and off the mat.” 


Agawam wrestling had an excellent regu- 
lar season and propelled right into the West- 
ern Massachusetts Division 1 Champion- 
ships. While they did not place very high, 
the Brownies were able to qualify several 
wrestlers for the state tournament, with three 
grapplers moving on to the all-state tourna- 
ment. 

Liebel was the top grappler for Agawam 
this season, winning several individual tour- 
naments during the regular season, including 
one in Connecticut. He captured his 100th 
win early in the season in the Phil Tomkiel 
Tournament hosted by Agawam. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


BROWNIES, from page 14 


tie the game. 

To reach a second overtime, a miracle 3- 
pointer from Trinity Cookis tied the score 
60-60. Agawam led throughout the first 
overtime and also had a four-point lead in 
the second overtime before the Generals 
made another comeback. 

Agawam trailed near the end of the game. 


Turley Publications photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Danielle Stratton looks 
to pass the ball to a teammate. 
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Down 48-46, Vecchiarelli was fouled and 
made one of her shots. Rackliffe would do 
the same to tie the score 48-48. Agawam 
regained possession of the ball with 10 sec- 
onds left in regulation, but were not able to 
score. 

Agawam started the first overtime with a 
basket from Rackliffe. Mirski would fol- 
low with a basket and Agawam led by four 
points. McLaughlin then closed the gap to 
within one with a trey. But Mirski fired back 
with a trey of her own. Agawam appeared. 
heading for a win up by six points with a 
minute left in the game 58-52. 

But two treys, including one at the buzzer 
by McLaughlin, who scored 35 points for 
the game, made the score 60-60. 

In her final game with the Brownies, 
Rackliffe led with 31 points. 11 of her points 
came from the free throw line. Rackliffe did 
an excellent job near the end of the game. 
She had four fouls near the end of the game 
and did not foul out during the overtimes. 

Mirski had 18 points, including several 
clutch shots at times where Agawam needed 
a basket to tie or take a lead. Vecchiarelli 
scored 12 points. 

Preston did an excellent job on defense 
and creating plays for Agawam, which was 
under constant pressure from the Pittsfield 
defense. Margaret Frawley played well in 
the overtime after she was brought into ex- 
tended action for a player who fouled out. 

Agawam’s season ends at 12-9. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Agawam’s Christie Mirski drives the hoop. She scored 18 points in Aga- 


wam triple overtime loss. 


Players selected for All- 


Division 2 Boys 
Zach Parsons, Belchertown 
Nolan Bird, Drury 
Chris Starcum, Easthampton 
Shane Andrews, Hampshire 
Kamil Stasiowski, Palmer 
Xavier Garcia, Sabis Charter 
Evan Marcus, South Hadley 
Trayvon Sims, Taconic 
Josef Whitman, Mahar 
Jon Bracci, Wahconah 


Division 3 Boys 
Joe Capps, New Leadership 
Paul Decker, Frontier 
Matt Sulda, Smith Academy 
Andy Gifford, Granby 
Ernest Johnson, Renaissance 
Justin Crosby, St. Mary’s 
Jeff LeProvost, Lee 
Tank Roberson, St. Joseph’s 
Mike Carpenter, St. Joseph’s 
Tyler Picard, Mount Greylock 


Girls Team 1 
Jazmine Collins, Sabis 
Shyanne Wellington, Sabis 
Opaul Morris, Ware 
Alyssa Darling, Palmer 
Jen Hurwitz, Longmeadow 
Alycia Rackliffe, Agawam 
Ava Adamopolous, Ludlow 
Kirsy Segarra, Holyoke 


Ashley Dion, Chicopee 
Taje Burston, Central 


Girls Team 2 
Marissa Koracz, Belchertown 
Alexa Whitney, Athol 
Elizabeth Whitney, Easthampton 
Eileen Dooley, Lee 
Stephanie Young, Lee 
Sarah Kober, Hampshire 
Brooke Labrie, Granby 
Meg Lynes, South Hadley 
Courtney McLaughlin, Pittsfield 
Jill Valley, Mahar 


Division 1 Boys Team A 
Keith Caston, Sci-Tech 
Marcel Brown, Sci-Tech 
Josh Brunson, Commerce 
Noris Cuevas-Nova, Amherst 
Justin Burgos, Northampton 
Sam Blake, East Longmeadow 
Josh Bosworth, East Longmeadow 
Kajuan Bynum, Putnam 
Lance Hill, Minnechaug 
Pat Oleksak, Agawam 


Division I Boys Team B 
Kamari Robinson, Central 
Luis Garcia, Cathedral 
Emmanuel Rivera, Holyoke 
Justin Carey, Amherst 
Devin Wells, Westfield 


Star Game 


Keegan Dudek, Longmeadow 
Dewey King, West Springfield 
Ryad Asad, West Springfield 
Chris Lipscomb, West Springfield 
Jovan Jackson, Chicopee 


HALL OF FAME, from page 15 


Now in its third year, the Basket- 
ball Hall of Fame will recognize one 
boy and one girl as the Western Mas- 
sachusetts Player of the Year. Both 
of these awards will be presented that 
evening in a special presentation made 
to the recipients on the Jerry Colangelo 
Court of Dreams. The award winners 
were selected by a distinguished panel 
of local media members. Criteria for 
the awards include achievement on the 
court, plus sportsmanship and charac- 
ter off the court. In addition to honor- 
ing the Player of Year winners, the Hall 
of Fame will also recognize the two re- 
cipients of the Basketball Hall of Fame 
Boys and Girls scholarship award pre- 
sented by Curry Honda. 

Tickets for the All-Star game will be 
available at the Hall of Fame box office 
the night of the games and will be good 
for all three games that evening. 


Community Newspaper 


ADVERTISING 


Works! 


Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 
truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 
research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 
likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper. 
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The Agawam Catholic Women’s Club will hold its 
March entertainment show at St. John the Evangelist 
Parish Hall Monday, March 11. It will be catered by the 
Main Street Deli and will include ziti and meatballs, 
chicken frangaise, fruit salad and desserts. Dinner be- 
gins at 6:30 p.m. followed by the show at 8 p.m. The 
cost of the event is $15. For reservations, call Jackie at 
(860) 212-9950. 


Easter egg hunt 
open to the public 


Hope Community Church, located at 152 South 
Westfield St., Feeding Hills, will host a community 
Easter egg hunt Saturday, March 30 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. All children up to fifth grade and their families 
are invited to join in for a fun family event of crafts, 
storytelling, an egg hunt, and lunch. There is no cost. 
Bring your baskets, grab your cameras, and come for 
a fun time. 

In order to make appropriate plans for lunch, call 
786-2445 or email office @hopechurchagawam.org. 


CROP Walk 


Planning is underway for this year’s West 
Springfield/Agawam CROP Hunger Walk, 
which will take place April 28 in West 
Springfield. 

The steps people take in a CROP Hunger 
Walk lead to real, lasting change. CROP 
feeds the hungry - millions of people world- 
wide live on the edge of subsistence, at the 
will of fragile economies, struggling to es- 
cape the crushing grip of poverty and pow- 
erlessness. 

One-quarter of the funds raised here will 
feed the hungry in West Springfield and 
Agawam through the Parish Cupboard. 

Churches, civic groups, and individuals 
interested in taking part in this year’s walk 
are invited to a Fellowship Night Potluck 
Supper at First Congregational Church, 20 
Lathrop St., Friday, March 8 at 6 p.m. Mar- 
tha Tighe, Director of the Parish Cupboard, 
will speak and CROP Hunger Walk resourc- 
es will be on display. 

For more information, contact the church 
at 734-7667 or email drforfa@hotmail.com 
or visit World Service at www.cropwalk.org. 


Lenten Study Groups 


First Congregational Church, UCC is of- 
fering a weekly study group for adults led by 
Pastor Jan Powers. “Wilderness,” the third 
in the four-part series, will be held Sunday, 
March 10 at 9 a.m. 

The 10 a.m. worship theme will be “Prod- 
igal Love” from Luke 15. Following the ser- 
vice, all are invited to attend “Gateway to 
Membership,” a gathering for people inter- 
ested in joining the church, baptizing a child, 
or taking part in a small group ministry. 

Childcare is available for the adult study 
upon request, and the nursery will be open 
for worship and the membership gathering. 
Church School classes for children in el- 
ementary and middle school takes place dur- 
ing the worship hour. 

First Church offers an extravagant 
welcome. Jesus never turned anyone away, 
and neither do they. For more information, 
call 739-6608, email firstchurchws@ yahoo. 
org, or visit www.firstchurchws.org. 


CHURCH DIRECTORY 


AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

745 Main St., Agawam 

786-7111 

Agawam | @verizon.net 
www.agawamcongregationalchurch.com 
Pastor Earl E. Eisenbach 


SUNDAY SERVICES at 10 a.m. 

Communion on the first Sunday of the month 
Church school is in session and fellowship coffee 
hour follows the service. Pastor Earl and his wife 
Barbara are always available for prayer after the 
service. 

“A place to call home ~ A people to call family” 


AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
459 Mill St., Feeding Hills 

413-786-4174 

Pastor: Ken Blanchard 

email agawamumc @ gmail.com 
agawamworship.org 


WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Communion on the first and third Sunday of the month. 
Coffee and fellowship hour immediately after 

worship. Handicap accessible at front entrance. 
Worship At Country Estates Nursing Home: 

2nd and 5th Thursdays each month at 11 a.m. 

AUMC cooks and serves dinner for the Samaritan Inn 
homeless shelter on the second Saturday of the month. 


BETHANY ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD 

580 Main St., Agawam 

(413) 789-2930 

www.bethany-ag.org 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Richard E. Adams 


WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Celebration of Praise: Sunday 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Mid-Week Service (Family Night): 7 p.m. 
Sunday Evening Contemporary Service: 6 p.m. 


CHURCH OF REDEMPTION 
50 Maple St., Agawam 

(413) 304-2313 
churchofredemptionministries.org 


WORSHIP SERVICES 

Summer Schedule 

Sunday Service at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday school for children and nursery for younger 


children 


FAITH BIBLE CHURCH 

370 Shoemaker Lane 

Agawam 

(413) 786-1681 
www.jesussaves.7@comcast.com 


Church Website: www.faithbible -church.org 


Pastor: Rick Donofrio 


SERVICES 

Sunday School for all ages 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Night Prayer 

Meeting and Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. 


FEEDING HILLS 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC 
“An Open and Affirming Congregation.” 
21 .N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills 

P.O. Box 264 

(413) 786-5061 

fhceuccoffice @ verizon.net 

Pastor: The Rev. Robert C. Donaldson 


SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
Church School 9 a.m. 

Worship Service 10 a.m. 

Infant and child care provided. 
Handicap accessible. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
760 Main St., Agawam 
Agawambc @localnet.com 
www.firstbaptistagawam.org 


SUNDAY SERVICES 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School (grades K - 5) 

following Children’s Message until 10:45 
Youth Study time (grades 6+) 

following sermon until 10:45 

Coffee & Conversation following 
worship every Sunday 


HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
152 South Westfield St. 

Feeding Hills 

789-2026 


SUNDAY SERVICES 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 
obits@turley.com. 


Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 


Sunday Familly Bible Study Hour, 9:45 a.m. 


Sunday Morning Service, 11 a.m. 


Sunday Night Service, 6 p.m. 


Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer, 7 p.m. 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 
1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 


(413) 786-8200 


www.SacredHeartFeedingHills.org 


Fr. Steven Amo 


WEEKLY SERVICES 


Lord’s Day Masses: Saturday, 4 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 


Confessions: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. 


Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, 


Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m. 


Special Devotions: Perpetual Novena to the 
Sacred Heart following the Friday 9 a.m. Mass 


ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 


786-6133 
saintdavids @comcast.net. 
www.stdavidsagawam.org. 


SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 


Sunday, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. - Holy Eucharist 


ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 
823 Main St., Agawam 
786-8105 


info @stjohnevangelistchurch.org. 
www.stjohnevangelistchurch.org. 


SCHEDULE OF MASSES 


Saturdays: 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. (Labor Day to Memorial Day) 
Saturdays: 5 p.m. (Memorial Day to Labor Day) 


Sundays: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 


Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Weekdays - Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri., 8 a.m. 


Thursday - Communion Service 


Men’s & Women’s Bible Study Groups and Children’s 
Sunday School Worship Service at 10 a.m. Children’s 
Church for age 3 to high school takes place after the 
service. Nursery available for younger children. A time 


for fellowship after the service. 


MARANATHA BAPTIST CHURCH 
522 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 
Feeding Hills, MA 

478-9484 

David L. Short, Pastor 
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Yoga workshop to benefit veterans project 


Second Wind Yoga, located at 327 Walnut 
St. Ext., Agawam, will host a yoga workshop 
Saturday, March 16 from 11 a.m. to | p.m. 
This is a donation-based event, with pro- 
ceeds to benefit the Veterans Yoga Project, a 
non-profit organization whose mission is to 
provide education and support for the mind- 
ful use of therapeutic yoga practices as an 
aid in the recovery process from post-trau- 
matic stress and other psychological difficul- 


Notices 


Project. 


oga.com. 


ties among U.S. veterans, their families and 
their communities. 

Paul Miller will guide a discussion-based 
class. Miller has a bachelor’s degree in phi- 
losophy and is certified by Beryl Bender 
Birch to teach Raja or Classical Yoga. He 
is also an ambassador to the Veterans Yoga 


To register, email William @secondwindy- 


‘Unlock Your Potential’ March 20 


The Agawam Small Business Assistance 
Center will hold a motivational workshop, 
“Unlocking Your Potential,’ Wednesday, 
March 20 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Aga- 
wam Municipal Golf Course Community 
Room, 128 Southwick St., Feeding Hills. 

The workshop will be conducted by Mark 
Darren Gregor, a business development ex- 
pert, communications scholar and leadership 
coach who is sought by Fortune 500 com- 


panies and organizations nationwide. He has 


helped countless professionals successfully 
navigate the challenges and opportunities in 
creating abundant careers. 

In this workshop, participants will learn 
explorative techniques to access the why 
and how to harness that insight in creating 
profoundly successful ventures. Admission 
is free, but seating is limited, so advance res- 
ervations are necessary. Register on-line at 
www.asbac.net or call (413) 786-0172. 


Lega 


LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 
CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City Coun- 
cil will conduct a public 
hearing on Monday, March 
18, at 7:00pm, at the Roberta 
G. Doering School, 68 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA on TR- 
2013-13 which is a resolu- 
tion authorizing the adop- 
tion of Orders of Taking for 
the Connecticut River Walk 
Loop under the authority of 
Section 14 of Chapter 40 
and Chapter 79 and Chapter 
84 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws for the con- 
struction and maintenance 
of the Connecticut River 
Walk Loop as submitted to 
the Agawam City Council by 
the Mayor on February 14, 
2013. TR-2013-13 is avail- 
able for public inspection at 
the City Clerk’s Office and 
the Planning Department, 36 
Main Street, Agawam, MA 
between the hours of 8:30am 
to 4:30pm, Monday through 
Friday. 

BY ORDER OF: 

Christopher C. Johnson 

President of the 
Agawam City Council 
2/28,3/7/13 


Town of Agawam 
LEGAL AD 

The Town of Agawam is 
accepting proposals for the 
maintenance of the Agawam 
portion of the Connecticut 
River Walk and Bikeway 
and Pynchon Point Park 
parking lot for calendar 
year 2013. The path is 1.75 


miles long and runs along the 
Connecticut River on the east 
side of River Road. Pynchon 
Point Park is located at the 
north end of River Road. The 
successful bidder shall be 
required to execute a contract 
with the Town of Agawam. 
For a copy of the Request 
for Proposals and contract, 
please contact the Agawam 
Planning Office at 786-0400, 
extension 8738. 

Proposals shall be sub- 
mitted to the Agawam Plan- 
ning Office, 36 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA 01001, att: 
Deborah S. Dachos, by April 
1, 2013. 

PER ORDER OF: 
Deborah S. Dachos, 
Director 

Office of Planning & 

Community Development 
2/28,3/7/13 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 
The Agawam Planning 

Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, March 
21, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA. 
The purpose of this hearing 
will be to hear the petition 
of the Agawam Planning 
Board on a proposed zon- 
ing amendment to Section 
180-29 of the Agawam 
Zoning Ordinance entitled 
“Article IV, Residence A-3 
Districts Use Restrictions” 
to allow for Low Density 
A3 Community. A copy of 
the proposal can be obtained 
from the Agawam Planning 


Office between the hours of 

8:30 AM and 4:30 PM in the 

Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA. 

BY ORDER OF: 

Travis P. Ward, Chairman 

Agawam Planning Board 

3/7,3/14 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD13P0361GD 
In the Interests of 
Alexander J. DeGray 
Of Agawam, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/21/2013 by 
Jean L. DeGray of Agawam, 
MA will be held 03/15/2013 
01:15 p.m. Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing Located 50 
State Street, 4th Floor Spring- 
field, Ma 01103 
2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 
File the original with the 
Court; and 
Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear- 
ing. 


Town of Agawam 


Collector’s Office 
36 Main Street, Agawam, Massachusetts 01001-1837 
Tel. 413-786-0400 ext. 8218 Fax 413-786-9927 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWN OF AGAWAM 
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES 
NOTICE OF TAX TAKING 
TO THE OWNERS OF THE HERINAFTER DESCRIBED 
LAND AND TO ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 


YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT on Friday, March 22, 2013 at 10:00 o’clock AM., at the Tax Collector’s 
Office, Agawam City Hall, pursuant to the provisions of the general Laws, Chapter 60, Section 53, and by virtue 
of the authority vested in me as Collector of Taxes, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TAKE FOR THE City of Agawam the 
following parcels of land for non-payment of the taxes due thereon, with interest and all incidental expenses 
and costs to the date of taking, unless the same shall have been paid before that date. 


To Avoid Tax Taking Please Call: 786-0400 


for information on total amounts due including interest and expenses 


Ext. 8218 Collector’s Office 


Ext. 8712 Laurel Placzek, Collector-Treasurer 
Ext. 8710 AnnMarie Hartmann, Assistant Collector 


PELLERIN, MICHAEL J, C/O HERBERT SCOTT, Subsequent Owner: HERBERT SCOTT, 


LAND & BUILDING located at 40 HALLADAY DR in AGAWAM, containing .482 ACRES shown on Assessor's Map 
D12020007, recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS - Book/Page 18648-121. Tax for FY-2012 


$828.59. 


VALEGO ANGELA R, VALEGO MARIA E, 


LAND & BUILDING located at 451 MAIN ST in AGAWAM, containing .230 ACRES shown on Assessor's Map 


$2,125.22. 


LANE HOMES, INC. Subsequent Owner: BANK of NEW ENGLAND WEST, NA 


DAVIO, SILVIO; DAVIO, EDGIDIO; AND CASELLA, ERMA DAVIO 
LAND & BUILDING located at 1077 MAIN ST. AGAWAM, containing 0.580 ACRES shown on Assessor's Map 
K07040022 recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS - Book/Page 1746-600. Tax for FY-2009 


$1,313.37. 
JASMIN RONALD B. 


K12060004, recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS - Book/Page 18348-89. Tax for FY-2012 


LAND located at REAR MAIN ST in AGAWAM containing 9.59 ACRES shown on Assessor’s Map K06030026 
recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS — Book/Page 7462-385. Tax for FY-1990 $698.28. 


LAND & BUILDING located at 82 SPRINGFIELD ST. AGAWAM containing 0.356 ACRES shown on Assessor's Map 
J1502001 recorded at HAMPDEN COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS - Book/Page 2746-105. Tax for FY-2009 


$2,103.80. 


3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: February 21,2013 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/7/13 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD13P0360GD 
In the Interests of 
Christopher R. DeGray 
Of Agawam, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/21/2013 by 
Jean L. DeGray of Agawam, 
MA will be held 03/15/2013 
01:15 p.m. Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing Located 50 
State Street, 4th Floor Spring- 
field, Ma 01103 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear- 
ing. 

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: February 21,2013 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/7/13 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 


able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD13P0363GD 
In the Interests of 
Collin Michael DeGray 
Of Agawam, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/21/2013 by 
Jean L. DeGray of Agawam, 
MA will be held 03/15/2013 
01:15 p.m. Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing Located 50 
State Street, 4th Floor Spring- 
field, Ma 01103 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear- 
ing. 

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: February 21,2013 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/7/13 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD13P0364GD 
In the Interests of 
Theah R. DeGray 
Of Agawam, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of a 
Minor filed on 02/21/2013 by 


Jean L. DeGray of Agawam, 
MA will be held 03/15/2013 
01:15 p.m. Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing Located 50 
State Street, 4th Floor Spring- 
field, Ma 01103 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear- 
ing. 

3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: February 21,2013 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/7/13 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD13C0026CA 
In the matter of: 
Gabriel Maria 
Benson De Leon 
Of: Feeding Hills, MA 
NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 

To all persons interested 
in petition described: 

A petition has been pre- 
sented by Gabriel M Ben- 
son De Leon requesting that: 
Gabriel Maria Benson De 
Leon be allowed to change 
his/her/their name as follows: 

Gabriella Maria Leon 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance in said Court at: Spring- 
field on or before ten o’clock 
in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 
on: 03/27/2013 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: February 27, 2013 
Suzanne T Seguin 
Register of Probate 
3/7/13 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspa- 
per and can answer all of your questions regarding these 
notices. Please indicate the newspapers and publication 
date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, procedures or 
cost, please call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www. 
turley.com for more information. 
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Springfield Symphony Orchestra to present Opera Gala 


By Charles F. Bennett 
Turley Publications Staff Writer 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra’s Mae- 
stro Kevin Rhodes will bring five interna- 
tional opera stars to the stage of Symphony 
Hall for an evening of passion, murder and 
mayhem, familiar themes for the Opera Gala 
on Saturday, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. in Sym- 
phony Hall. 

Rhodes said not just one opera will be 
performed but highlights of many popular 
ones. “It will be a night of opera’s greatest 
hits,” said Rhodes. The gala will be an in- 
teractive evening with Rhodes introducing 
each selection and providing an explanation, 
sometimes humorous, about what will hap- 
pen. Look for some surprises along the way, 
he says. 

The orchestra and soloists will perform 
selections from “The Barber of Seville’, 
“Carmen,” “Madam Butterfly,” “La traviata” 
and more. 

Rhodes said the storylines of these works 
of art are not the likes of stuffy and boring 
narrative like one might imagine. “They 
were the soap operas of their day,” he said. 

“TI want to take this opportunity to intro- 
duce Springfield-area audiences to tales of 
intrigue, betrayal, scandal, comedy and pas- 
sionate murder,” said Rhodes. 

In “The Barber of Seville” there are over- 
the-top comic antics. The Count Almaviva 
disguised as a poor student Lindoro, woos 
Rosina, the ward and love interest of the 
aged Dr. Bartolo — with the aid of the wily 


barber Figaro. Rosina is ob- 
sessed and is determined to 
snag Lindoro. 

The soloist for “Barber” 
is soprano Mary Wilson, 
who is acknowledged as 
one of today’s most excit- 
ing young artists. Cultivat- 
ing a wide-ranging career 
singing chamber music, 
oratorio and operatic reper- 
toire she has been reviewed 
by the Dallas Morning 
News as, “...bright soprano 
seems to know no terrors, 
wrapping itself seductively 
around every phrase...” 

Carmen 

The story of title charac- 
ter Carmen is about a 19th 
century fickle seductress 
who ensnares the naive 
soldier Don José into a pas- 
sion that leads inexorably 
to desertion, degradation 
and finally a jealous murder 
on stage. 

In the role of Carmen, 
mezzo-soprano Stacey 


Turley Publications submitted 
photo 


Soprano Amy _ John- 
son is one of five in- 
ternational opera stars 
to perform with the 
Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra in the Opera 
Gala, Saturday, March 
9 at 7:30 p.m. in Sym- 
phony Hall. . For tickets 
go to SpringfieldSym- 


“Norma” was, “convincing 
and unwavering from start 
to finish.” 

Madame Butterfly 

In a story right out of a 
tearjerker novel, “Madame 
Butterfly”, a grim picture of 
the lethal clash of cultures 
between East and West, is 
based on an actual event. 
Pinkerton, an officer in the 
US Navy during the 1880s, 
undertakes a sham wedding 
with a 15-year-old geisha, 
Cio Cio San — known as 
Butterfly — who takes the 
vows seriously. When he 
returns to the States, prom- 
ising Butterfly he’ll come 
back, she waits for him 
faithfully with their child, 
whose existence Pinkerton 
is unaware of. 

During World War I, 
“Madame Butterfly” was 
the only opera banned from 
the stage of the Metropolli- 
tan Opera House because 
of its negative portrayal of 


Rishoi has met with critical 
acclaim on concert stages 
across the country. Rishoi is a winner of the 
1999 Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions and the Norman Treigle Award 
from New York City Opera. The Washington 
Post said Rishoi’s debut role as Adalgisa in 


phony.org. 


Reception scheduled for 
writing contest winners 


The Agawam Cultural Council will 
hold a reception to celebrate and hon- 
or winners of the 3rd Annual Writing 
Competition on Tuesday, March 12 at 
7 p.m. in the Community Room at the 
Agawam Public Library. 

Winners in all categories that quali- 
fied for judging will share their work 


for the audience’s enjoyment. Various 
dignitaries have been invited. Light re- 
freshments will be served after the pre- 
sentation. 

The Agawam Cultural Council af- 
fords the opportunity to all writers in 
town in hopes of encouraging a lifelong 
love of the written word. 


ICC accepting new memberships 


SPRINGFIELD - Are you an Italian- 
American who wants to get back in touch 
with your Italian heritage or someone who 
simply enjoys the Italian culture and way of 
life? The Italian Cultural Center of Western 
Massachusetts, Inc. (ICC) is currently ac- 
cepting new membership applications. A 
growing, vibrant organization that embraces 
and promotes the Italian culture in all its 
forms, ICC offers Italian language classes 
for adults and children, periodic dinners with 


great Italian food, Italian heritage celebra- 
tions, cooking classes, a library, assistance 
in learning more about your own Italian ge- 
nealogy, and much more. 

The center is located at 56 Margaret St. in 
Springfield’s South End and is currently ac- 
cepting new membership applications. 

For more information, call (413) 784- 
1492, email iccwm@comcast.net, or visit 
www.iccwm.org. 


TVAA to host Connecticut artist 


The Tobacco Valley Artists Association 
(TVAA) will meet Wednesday, March 20 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St. Kimberly Caruso-Poley, an artist 
from Enfield, Conn., will present a mixed 
media demonstration. 

While studying for her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree at Central Connecticut State 


University, she was inspired by a mixed 
media course to create art by experimenting 
with different materials for effect. She has 
received numerous awards and held posi- 
tions in various art organizations and is vice 
president of TVAA. 

The public is welcome to attend. 


an American soldier and 
the sympathetic portrayal 
of a Japanese woman. 

One of America’s finest singing actresses, 
soloist soprano Amy Johnson in the title role 
in past performances has shown a unique 
combination of versatility, stage magnetism 


and striking physical beauty, able to portray 
youth yet having ample vocal brilliance and 
power to soar over the largest orchestra. 

She is also co-founder and artistic director 
of The Professional Advantage, a summer 
opera and language training program in Ita- 
ly. She currently serves as Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Voice at The University of Mas- 
sachusetts in nearby Amherst. 

Also performing with Johnson is tenor 
Eric Ashcraft, who has scrupulous diction, 
even tone and a vast range. Internation- 
ally, Ashcraft has appeared with the Dublin 
Grand Opera and at the prestigious Wexford 
Festival Opera. 

Potent Bass 

The Norwegian-American bass Gustav 
Andreassen will sing in “Pacifico del Sud” 
composed by Riccardo Ruggieri and “Me- 
fistofele” by Arrigo Boito. He has performed 
with major opera companies and orchestras 
throughout North America and Europe. He 
was praised for his recent portrayal of Spara- 
fucile in “Rigoletto.” Opera News said his 
extraordinary potent bass was, “sonorous, 
distinctive, with fine musicianship and dra- 
matic flair.” 

An informal half-hour discussion about 
the evening’s concert, “Classical Conversa- 
tions,” will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the hall 
with Maestro Rhodes. After the concert, 
audiences are welcome to meet Rhodes, the 
musicians and opera soloists in the Mahog- 
any Room. 

For tickets call 413-733-2291 or online at 
SpringfieldSymphony.org. 


Upcoming concert to feature 
local conductor 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Marc Winer, of Agawam, will conduct the upcoming GWCA spring concert 


scheduled for March 10 in Westfield. 


WESTFIELD - The Greater Westfield 
Choral Association (GWCA), founded in 
1977 by Floyd Corson as the first communi- 
ty chorus in the Westfield area, will celebrate 
its 36th anniversary season this spring. Now 
under the direction of its third conductor, 
Agawam resident Marc Winer, GWCA is 
proud to represent the talents of many musi- 
cians throughout Western Massachusetts and 
beyond. 

The first spring concert this year is sched- 
uled for Sunday, March 10 at 4 p.m. at First 
Congregational Church, 18 Broad St., West- 
field, and will feature Mozart’s “Missa Bre- 
vis in D” and John Rutter’s “Te Deum. The 
chorus of 40 members will be joined by solo 


Capture % Moment 


Purchase these photos or any others you see 


in one of our Turley Publications by going to 
www.turley2.smugmug.com. 


quartet, organ, and orchestra consisting of 
brass and strings. Also on the program will 
be five “lighter” pieces, which will round off 
the second half of the afternoon. 

The concert is sponsored by the Family 
Concert Series and is free of charge, but do- 
nations are always accepted. There is ample 
parking around the south side of the church 
next to Stop & Shop, and also on the north 
side in back of First Niagara Bank. There 
will be a reception with performers follow- 
ing the concert in Fellowship Hall which 
will include homemade confections. 

For more information about the concert 
and the group, visit www.westfieldchoral. 
org. 
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A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED. 
$5.50 heavyweight. “Gildan,” min. 
order of 36. pcs. HATS, 
embroidered $6.00. Free catalog. 
(800)242-2374. Berg Sportswear. 
40. 


TRAILER FOR SALE. 5’x8’, 
Brand new. $650 (413)285-5904 
Ask for Floyd. 


WHIRLPOOL CABRIO GAS dryer 
extra large capacity, platinum 
series. Like new. Bisque $450 firm 
(413)265-3323. 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. Buy- 
ing antique & vintage glassware, 
pottery, Hummels, jewelry, 
watches, military, toys, Legos, 
hunting, fishing, stringed instru- 
ments, books, tools, & more. We 
also provide estate sale services. 
www.ezstreetantiques.com 

or (413)626-8603. 


2 YRS. SEASONED Red & White 
Oak, Mixed Hardwood $200/cord. 
Same day deivery 1-4 cords. Cut, 
split, delivered. Monson (413)657- 
6143. 


WALL SEASONED!!!! RED & 
WHITE OAK, over a_ cord 
guaranteed. Cut, split, prompt 
delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


2 YEAR SEASONED/ PARTIAL- 
LY SEASONED OAK-HARD- 
WOOD. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. R.T. 
Smart & Sons firewood 1-413- 
267-3827 
www.rtsmartwood.com. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. MC/Visa Westview 
Farms, 111 East Hill Road, 
Monson (413)267-9631. 


CORDWOOD 49 YRS in business 
Seasoned hardwood cut, split, 
delivered $200/ cord 128 cu.ft. 2 
cord minimum. Call (413)283- 
4977. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $175.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
1-800-373-4500. 


WINTER FUN PACK $100 1/2 
cord, mixed hardwoods, cut, split, 
seasoned, delivered to Palmer 
and bordering towns. Call Dave 
(413)386-7805. 


Miscellaneous 


AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN here. 
Become an Aviation Maintenance 
Tech. FAA approved training. 
Financial aid if qualified. Housing 


available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 877-534- 
5970. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
We Make House Calls 


Phone/Fax 
<a> 


movorn, 413-289-0058 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentadletaxes@gmail.com 


David E, Whitney 
Notary Public 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 


www kitchentabletaxes.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 
Registered Notary Public 
Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Individuals & Business Taxes 
All Eligible Returns Filed Electronically At No Additional Charge 


588 Center Street, Ludlow 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


+ www.turley.com + 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


READ IT!!! 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving SO Local Communities 


Miscellaneous 


ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from home. “Medical, *Business, 
*Criminal Justice, “Hospitality.” 
Job placement assistance. Com- 
puter available. Financial aid if 
qualified. SCHEV authorized 877- 
203-1086 
www.CenturaOnline.com 


AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
TRAINING Financial Aid if quali- 
fied. Job Placement Assistance. 
Call National Aviation Academy 
Today! FAA Approved. Classes 
starting soon! 1-(800)292-3228 or 
NAA.edu 


INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
EXCHANGE is “Looking For You!” 
Host families for 2013-2014 school 
year needed. Bring The World to 
Your Home. Call Charity: 1-855- 
815-8740. 


Miscellaneous 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/FLUTE/VIOLIN/TRUM 
PET/Trombone/Amplifier/Fender 
Guitar, $69 each. Cello/Upright 
Bass/Saxophone/French 
Horn/Drums, $185 ea. Tuba/Bari- 
tone Horn/Hammond Organ. 
Others 4 sale. 1-516-377-7907. 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An IRS 


Appointment <I> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 27 years tax experience ~ _ 


AUTHORIZED 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash St. 


PROVIDER | 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, saws, levels, 
etc. Call Ken 413-433-2195. Keep 
your vintage tools working and get 
MONEY. 


WANTED: ALL MOTORCYCLES 
before 1980. Running or not. Top 
cash paid. (315)569-8094. 


Wanted To Buy 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS “in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying 
all types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Simply Bring your 
items iin for a Free Evaluation 
and/ or Cash Offer!! All Gold 
and Silver Items to include; 
jewelry, costume and estate 
pcs., wrist/pocket watches, 
class ring, etc., broken or not. 
Silverware sets, trays, 
trophies, etc., Coins of all sorts, 
Proof sets, Silver dollars and 
other coinage collections! All 
types of Old Advertising 
Signs, Military items to include 
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, 
guns, medals, uniforms, 
helmets etc. Old toys, train 
sets, dolls, metal trucks, old 
games, model car kits from the 
‘60s, old bicycles, 
motorcycles, pedal cars, 
Matchbox, action figures, Pre- 
1970’s Baseball cards, comic 
books, etc.! Old picture frames, 
prints and oil paintings, old 
fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
boxes! Post Card albums, old 
coke machines, pinball, juke 
boxes, slot machines, musical 
instruments, guitars of all 
types, banjos, horns, 
accordions, etc. Old cameras, 
microscopes, telescopes, etc. 
This is a general list of some 
items that can be worth Real 
Money. Just like on T.V. We 
buy all things seen on 
“Pickers” and the “Pawn 
Shop” shows!! Call or Bring 
your items in to our 4,500 
square foot store!! 64 Main 
Street. Monson (“The Old 
Bowling Alley”) We are your 
Estate Specialists!! Over 30 
yrs. in the Antique Business! 
Prompt Courteous Service! 
Open Daily 10:00- 5:00 Sun. 
12:00- 5:00 (413)267-3729. 


khRRK 


A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


Services 


bre ions oe 


** A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL*** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. (413)596-7286, 
(866)517-4285. 


LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A & M TUNE-UPS 


Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


AVERY 
Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 


413-532-9949 
cen 413-459-3343 


agcneceTgo License # 99466 
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Roofing © Siding ¢ Windows 
Insurance Work 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design ey Build Team 


“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors + Additions 
Renovations ¢ Custom Designs e New Homes 


Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 
Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic. & ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND _ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 


ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 

DSA PAINTING- RESIDENTIAL 


ONLY, interior, exterior and small 
repairs. 20 plus yrs. exp. 
(413)237-4644 Scott. 


FREE PICK-UP ANY metal 
household items, appliances, 
pools, mowers, auto parts, yard 
furniture, grills, fencing, boilers. 
Call (860)970-4787. 


**A B HAULING AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE*** 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, — sheds, 
demolished. Swimming _ pools 
removed. 20 yd. container, truck 
available. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all work. Lowest 
rates. (413)267-3353, cell 

(413)222-8868. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. Clean- 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, 
liners, waterproofing, rebuilds. 
Gutterbrush Installations. Local 
family owned since 1986. HIC 
#118355. Fully insured. (413)547- 
8500. 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Snowplowing, 

Fall Clean-ups, 

High Lift Service, 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
www.rlhenterprises.net 
(413)668-6685. 


HOME THEATER, AV _ Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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PLUMBING JOBS DONE by fast 
and accurate master plumber. 
Small jobs welcome. Cheap hourly 
rate. LC9070 Paul 413-323-5897. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 or (413)277-5404 
for estimate and information. 
Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, stoves, dish- 
washers, garbage disposals. Also 
dryer vent cleaning and 
emergency refrigeration service. 
(413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 


home. 
S Fi 
CATEGORY: 


DOMESTIC ENGINEER 

WITH 25+ years experience | have 
cleaning down to a science. Detail 
oriented, organized, trustworthy, 
references available. Call Robin 
(413)531-4408. 


SPRING IS COMING Time to 
Clean House. Let me do it for you! 
Honest, efficient, 18 yrs exper- 
ience. References available. 


(413)262-5176. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 


Laptop Repair. 
Free Diagnostics. 
1605 N Main St., Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, soft- 
ware. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency _ service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ~ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 


Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 

EXPERIENCED LICENSED 


ELECTRICIAN E51458. Large to 
small jobs. Prompt — service, 
professional work, fully insured, 
free estimates. 24 hours. 

Bruce (413)883-9657. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


NEW & OLD house wiring/ addi- 
tions. Service changes/ upgrades, 
paddle fans, generators, new 
circuits. Fully insured. Lic #38506 
(413)323-9779, (413)348-0257 


SERVICE CHANGES, ADDI- 
TIONS, Generators, Smoke C/O 
Detectors, data cabling. Fully 
insured. Lic #40214E. M/C VISA 
Accepted Michael Champagne 
(413)210-9140 


Hardwood Floors 


HAMPDEN FLOOR REFINISH- 
ING = Specializing in hardwood 
flooring. Fully licensed and 
insured. Free estimates. Rick 
Baker Jr. 
www.hampdenfloorrefinishing.com 
413-525-1533*860-836-2217 


GAS FURNACE SERVICE and 
repair. Experienced, Affordable, 
Insured. Same day service. Nights 
and weekends available. Tony’s 
Heating & Cooling. (413)221- 
7073. 


HEATING 
& AIR CONDITIONING 
Installation & Service. 
Reasonable Rates. Call Adam 
(413)374-7779 


Home Improvement 


*REASONABLE RATES,* DRY- 
WALL, Sheetrock, Taping, Tex- 


tures, Knock downs, general 
renovations, plaster _—_— repairs, 
painting. Insured. Free estimates. 
413-427-4662. Ma Reg 
#274556DA 


20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE! 
Complete carpentry, drywall and 
painting services. For all your 
home improvement needs. 
Kitchens, baths, finished 
basements and more! 
Joe’s GC-License #CS093368. 
(413) 219-6951. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT spec- 
ialist. Decks, porches, retaining 
walls, walkways. Hauling stone, 
soil, natural fertilizer. Landscape 
tractors with backhoe. Tim 
(413)563-2229. 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lic. 
#97110, HIC Lic #162905 


Cleaning Services Heating & Air Cond. fj Home Improvement 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free esti- 
mates, references. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin (978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality and the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp and save. 
413-569-3733 office/fax MA Lic. 
#100821 MA Reg. #156758 CT 
Lic. #0620422 


Chagnon 
BUILDING & REMODELING uc 


www.chagnon-br.com 
DESIGN/BUILD/REMODEL. 
CHAGNON BUILDING & 
REMODELING LLC PROVIDES 
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
WITH COMPETIVE PRICING 
SINCE 1992. ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, KITCHENS, BATHS, 
GARAGES, NEW HOMES, 
METAL ROOFING. 
CHALLENGING PROJECTS ARE 
OUR SPECIALTY. ALL WORK 
WARRANTIED. 
BBB RATES US A+ 
(MA LIC# 060175; HIC# 112751) 
WWW.CHAGNON-BR.COM OR 
413-259-6785. 


Base Price 
25.00 


Base Price 
29.00 
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Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


NAME 


QUABBIN 
O 


SUBURBAN 
QO 


Quabbin Village Hills 
Circulation: 50,500 


HOLYOKE 


CHICOPEE 


BELCHERTOWN 


SPRINGFIELD 


Home Improvement 


DRS PAINTING & HOME IN- 
PROVEMENTS nterior/ exterior 
painting, siding, windows, doors, 
roofing. Lead certified. Plowing. 
Lic #168118 Insured. Free 
estimates. Credit cards accepted. 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon42067@gmail.com 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING. Kitchens, _ baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, roofing, additions. Insur- 
ance work. Basement waterproof- 
ing and French drains. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. 413-786- 
9250. Ron. Member of the Home 
Builders Association of MA. 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A &BCDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Please 
Recycle 


This 
Newspaper 


Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


HUBBARDSTON 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin oo 2 Hills or the Suburban 


Residential ZONE for 


24.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 


ADDRESS 


TOWN 


STATE 


ZIP 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


includes additional words 


+ 15% 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks 


TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


Masonry 


a » CS 


Sis Bi vnags ao pee 
COMPLETE CHIMNEY & 
MASONRY SERVICE 
A+ BBB RATING 
2012 ANGIE’S LIST SUPER 
SERVICE AWARD WINNER 
“From Brick to Stone, 
Sidewalks to Fireplaces” 
New Construction- Rebuilds- 
Repairs & Restoration 
Licensed- Registered- 
Fully Insured 
Owner Operated 
Eric 413-210-9631 
www.emcmasonry.com 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Prevent Emergencies Now 
For a Prevention Analysis 

Call LINC For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


ALL TYPES OF _ ROOFING, 
shingle, flat and slate. Call Local 
Builders (413)626-5296. Complete 
roofing systems and_ repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Lifetime warranty. 
Senior Discount. 24 hour service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 
years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 
(413)348-9568. 


Snow Removal 


HOUSE REPAIRS, CARPENT- 
RY, wood & alum. trim, doors, 


etc. 30+ years exp., insured. 
Jim (413)219-3355 


AMERICAN TREE SERVICE & 
LANDSCAPING Family owned/ 
operated. Fully insured. Offering 
free estimates! Call today 
(413)725-0386. 10% discount 1st 
time. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


WILLOW TREE SERVICE 30 yrs 
experience. Free estimates. Fully 
insured. Removals, pruning, storm 
damage. Serving W. Springfield 
and surrounding areas. 
(413)569-3383 (413)214-2779 
www.willowtreeservicellc.com. 


The Deadline 
to Submit 
Classified 
Line Ads is 


Friday at Noon 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc. 


Autumn -— 2 y.o. red female, 
bouncy, fun-loving, Jezzy's sister, 
does not seem to be cat safe 


Ben - 8 y.o. brindle male, used to 
home life, very sweet, low 
maintenance, seems to be cat 
safe 


Charlie - 5 y.o. black/white male, 
used to home life, affectionate, 
lovable, well-behaved, easy-going, 
has some special needs but well 
worth it, okay with cats, not small 
dog safe 


Dancer — 4-1/2 y.o. red female, 
happy, bouncy, loves to snuggle, 
walks well on leash, seems to 
have recovered well from her 
splenectomy, does not seem to be 
cat safe 


Robbie - 4 y.o. brindle male, a 
little shy at first but warms up 


quickly, beautiful coloring, 
loveable, seems to be cat 
workable 


Sammy -— 9-1/2 y.o. red male, 
used to home life, listens well but 
would like an experienced owner 
and a quiet, adult household, cat 
workable 


Shelby — 8-1/2 y.o. black female, 
small, sweet and affectionate, low 
maintenance, does stairs, needs 
blood pressure meds and has 
some kidney issues, cat safe 


Shep —- 4-1/2 y.o. black tuxedo 
male, fun-loving, happy-go-lucky, 
likes other dogs and people, likes 
toys, does not seem cat safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or 
Claire (413) 967-9088. 
www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horses 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Help Wanted 


CARING, RESPONSIBLE CARE- 
GIVER home in S. Hadley needed 
for young lady. Ideal candidates 
will have some experience in 
providing daily living support to an 
adult. Do you have extra room in 
your home and your heart? Are 
you ready to make a difference in 
someone's life? Tax-free stipend 
of $720/month, plus $450 room 
and board. Support and training 
provided and 2 weeks paid 
vacation. Contact Jessica Placido 
at Community Enterprises, 
jplacido@CommunityEnterprises.com 
(413) 536-4200 ext 303. 


FORKLIFT/ELECTRIC PALLET 
JACK OPERATORS Retail 
Warehouse looking for part-time 
and full-time experienced 
forklift/electric pallet jack operators 
for 3 PM to 11 PM, wkdays and 
wkend shifts. Apply directly at 
Palmer Dedicated Logistics, 39 
South Broad Street, Westfield, MA 
01085 or email resume to 
sgarding@sulco.com 


GRILL COOK, SANDWICH and 
salad maker for 60 _ seat 
restaurant. Kitchen experience, 
knife skills and organizational 
skills needed. Requires weekdays 
and weekends, 6 am, full time 
shift. Resume to Outlook Farm, 
136 Main Road, Westhampton, 
MA 01027 or 
outlookfarm@yahoo.com 


OWNER OPERATORS WANT- 
ED! 85% of Gross, 40% Advance. 
No Forced Dispatch, Trailer Rental 
Program. O/OP's with own 
Authority Welcome. Flatbed. 866- 
449-1982 


PART TIME HELP needed to run 
firewood processor nights and 
weekends. Must be consistent. 
(413)245-9615 


SEEKING HOST FAMILIES 
to place exchange students 
15-18 yrs old. Placements can be 
6 months or complete school year. 
Apply online at 
www.world-heritage.org 
or by contacting me at 
eggo1996@gmail.com. 


Thank you... 
SEWERS- PART TIME/ flexible 
hours. Immediate openings 


available/experienced sewers only 
Creativity and appreciation of the 
aesthetic aspects of working with 
textiles a plus. Apply in person 
only to: Leisure Time Canvas, Inc. 
140 Norman Street, West 
Springfield, MA Mon-Fri 10:00am- 
3:00pm 


LEARN TO RIDE, Jump, Show! 
Tiny Trotters Program. Great 
Spring Programs. Licensed in- 
structors. Excellent school horses- 
ponies. Boarding, Training, 
Leases. (860)668-1656, (860)668- 
9990 www.endofhunt.com 


Help Wanted 


AIDES- CNA/HHA 
Homecare Positions Available 
Immediate Openings 
Flexible Hours 
Insurance Benefit 
Paid Vacation 
Mileage Reimbursement 
Referral Bonus 
Apply at 1233 Westfield St., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
Call Visiting Angels 
(413)733-6900 


AVON- SIGN UP online today. 
Only $10 to start. 
www.start.youravon.com 
reference code vwhitten or call 
1-800-258-1815. 


BAKER FOR ~~ EXPANDING 
Bakery. Some background in 
Bread Baking. Knowledge of 
Breakfast Pastries, Bars, Cookies, 
Pies etc. Weekdays and 
weekends, 6 am, full time. 
Resume to Outlook Farm, 136 
Main Road, Westhampton, MA 
01027 or outlookfarm@yahoo.com 


TEXTILE FABRICATOR’ _IN- 
STALLER PART time with Full 
time potential. Immediate open- 


ings available. Must have 
knowledge of power _ tools, 
mathematic skills, and general 


knowledge of construction safety 
procedures. Valid Drivers' license 
and reliable transportation a must. 
Apply in person only to: Leisure 
Time Canvas, Inc., 140 Norman 
Street West Springfield, MA Mon- 
Fri 10:00am - 3:00pm 


THE BOARD OF Public Works is 
accepting applications for 
temporary, seasonal, maintenance 
positions in the Dept. of Public 
Works. Hours may vary from week 
to week. The rate of pay is $8.75 
per hour. Applications are 
available from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
at the DPW office at 198 
Sportsmen’s Road. Applications 
will be accepted until March 13, 
2013. Applicants must be 18 years 
of age or older and must have a 
valid drivers license. EOE/AA 


THE COUNTRY CLUB _ of 
Wilbraham is accepting applica- 
tions for a Seasonal/ Part-time 
accounting position. Experience 
with accounting, as well as 
Quickbooks software are pre- 
ferred. Contact General Manager, 
Dean Helm at (413)596-8897 or 
DHelm@ccofwilbraham.com. 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a foster parent! Call today 
to learn about working with 
children and adolescents with 
special emotional needs. Call 
Devereux Therapeutic Foster Care 
at 413-734-2493. | Upcoming 
training in the spring. 


ee 


+ www.turley.com + 


Help Wanted 


VAN DRIVERS WANTED. We 
need reliable, caring and safe 
drivers to transport disabled 
adults. Part-time split shift 20- 25 
hours per week, no evenings or 
weekends- training will be provid- 
ed. Pre-employment _ physical, 
drug test and CORI required. If 
you have good people skills and a 
good driving record call Hulmes 
Transportation (413)323-6100 
EOE/AA 


Real Estate 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


Ju A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


Evenings call: 


MICHELLE McGUIGAN 413-967-4217 
APRIL ADAMS 413-495-2276 
COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 


Cont 


—— 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21 ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 


NEW - WARE: Fall in love with this 
split entry home, four bedroom, 
two fireplace, finished basement 
with bar area, three season room. 
Nice area must see. $259,900 


NEW - WARE: Two for one, two 
single family homes on one lot, 
One home 3 bedroom one is 2 
bedroom, just outside of town, so 
many possibilities. Call today. 
$399,000 


MONSON: Private homestead with 
barn and pasture area. Three 
bedroom Cape set on 3.8 acres. 
Minutes to Westview Creamery Ice 
Cream. $228,000 


WALES: Room for everyone in 
this four bedroom, three bath 
Contemporary. Open floor plan 
with gas fireplace, three season 
room, inlaw potential. Attached 3 
car garage. $230,000 


Looking for newly licensed 
people. Ready to work hard and 
make money? Call Century 21 
Toomey-Lovett today. 
508-885-3443 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-967-6326 
Bob Chartier 774-200-3788 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St. George 413-967-3012 
Mary Hicks 508-612-4794 
Alan Varnum 508-867-2727 
Cynthia Kingdon 508-849-7332 


Jeff Toppin 774-200-7964 
Christy Toppin 508-341-8934 
Cheryl 

Kaczmarski 413-348-0518 
Bruce Martin 508-523-0114 


Joe Chenevert 508-331-9031 


Real Estate 


4, 
% 


= 
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Mobile Homes 


PALMER, $41,000 PLUS co-op, 2 
bedrooms, 14’x60’. Porch, appli- 
ances, a/c, 2 sheds, new carpets, 
large kitchen, pellet stove. 
(413)593-9961 
DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM. 


16 ACRES - 2 BEDROOM 
RANCH, Very nice, fenced yard, 
must see, no pets. $1150.00 1st, 
last & security. References, 
Background, Credit Checked 413- 
596-8022 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


BONDSVILLE, MAIN ST., 2 
BEDROOM APT. $700/mo, first & 
last. (413)222-1652 


CHICOPEE/ ALDENVILLE 1 BR, 
all appliances, secured building, 
off-street parking. $600 monthly, 
1st, last, security. (413)575-6001. 


EAST SPRINGFIELD/ INDIAN 
ORCHARD, Parker St., 2 BR 
$800/ mo No utilities, no pets. 
Avail 4/1 (413)262-5245 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


FIRST FLOOR 2 BR Apt in 
Chicopee Falls ONLY $750/mo. 
Large Living Room, EIK with 
Stove and Fridge provided or bring 
your own. Dishwasher, Micro- 
wave, Trash Compactor, & 
Washer Dryer in unit. Off Street 
Parking and Storage. Gas 
baseboard Heat. Cat okay. Call 
Stacy to view 401-829-8323 


LUDLOW 4 ROOM TOWN- 
HOUSE apt. w/2 bdrms, 1.5 baths, 
central A/C, gas heat, stove & 
refrig. $875 monthly rent plus 
utilities. No pets or waterbeds. 
First, last and security deposit 
required. (413)583-6424 or 
(413)583-3097. 


LUDLOW- DUPLEX- 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, stove & fridge incl., gas 
heat, no pets/ no smoking, $850 
mo. (413)896-6284. 


MONSON 2 BEDROOM WITH 
OFFICE townhouse, appliances, 
wd hook-ups, off-street parking, 
storage $725 plus utilities 
(413)267-0246. 


PALMER 2ND FL, one bedroom, 
kitchen, office, livingroom. Free 
heat & hot water. Nice. No pets 
$800/ mo. No smoking. Storage. 
(508)637-1520 


PALMER’ THREE _ RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 2 
bdrm, $730 month. All units renov. 
w/disposal, dishwashers, micro- 
wave, elec. range, carpets. 
Parking, fishing and playground. 
Cats okay. Call (413)283-9472. 


PALMER TWO BEDROOM 
duplex, 1.5 bath, w/d hookup, 
deck, basement, painted, cleaned, 
$790 +/utilities first, last, security. 
Credit check needed. No pets. 
(413)883-9657 Bruce anytime. 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


WARREN 1 BEDROOM, 2nd 
floor, 1 bathroom. Bright, sunny, 
quiet, horse farm location. $650.00 
Utilities included. (413)436-7556 


WEST SPRINGFIELD- 3 ROOMS 
IN private home, own entrance, 
stove, refrig, garbage disposal, 
utilities included $700/ mo. No 
Pets. (413)733-9051. 


Commercial Rentals 
CHICOPEE RETAIL/ OFFICE 750 


sq. ft. on Main St., Aldenville 
(413)575-6001. 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


Find it 
in our 
Classified 
section!!! 
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Send all community calendar items to the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News at aan@turley.com, fax to 786-8457 or mail 
to 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. Please list 
time, date and place of event, contact information and a 
brief description of the activity involved. Deadline for all 
community submissions is noon on Monday. 


Friday, March 8 


THE SEXTET BANISH MISFORTUNE will present 
an evening of traditional Irish music at the Agawam Senior 
Center beginning at 7:30 p.m., as part of the Agawam Cul- 
tural Council’s popular Applause Series’ ninth season. This 
event is free and open to the public. More information on the 
Applause Series is available at www.agawamcc.org. 


THE SPRINGFIELD HOBBY CLUB will host its annual 
craft sale from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 309 Chestnut St. 
(lower Franklin next to the YMCA). 


Saturday, March 9 


QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS will host a square 
dance from 7:30-10 p.m. with early plus at 7 p.m., at the Ist 
Congregational Church, 306 Chicopee St., Chicopee. The 
public is invited. For information, call (413) 467-3352. 


SCHOLA NOVA CHORAL GROUP will perform at 
Holy Name Church, 323 Dickinson St., Springfield begin- 
ning at 6 p.m. The group is exclusively dedicated to the 
performance of sacred choral music drawn from all histori- 
cal periods. The public is invited to this free concert. Dona- 
tions gratefully accepted. For more information, visit www. 
scholanova.org. 


Sunday, March 10 


THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MAPLE HARVEST DAY will 
be held at Storrowton Village Museum and will showcase 
the history and lore of maple sugaring in the Gilbert Farm- 
stead’s front yard to educate the public about the origin and 
legend of the tradition. The free event takes place from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information on this and other Stor- 
rowton Village events, visit TheBigE.com or call (413) 205- 
5051. 


A SPECIAL AFTERNOON OF MUSIC titled, “The 
Valley Guitar Showcase” will be presented at 1 p.m. at 
the Springfield Museums in the Davis Auditorium of the 
D’ Amour Museum of Fine Arts. The event is free with mu- 
seum admission. For more information visit www.spring- 
fieldmuseums.org. 


AN INFORMATIONAL HALF-HOUR MINI-TOUR 
focusing on “American Identity: 19th Century Genre and 
Trompe l’oeil” will be presented by Deena Maniscalchi at 
the Springfield Museums’ D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts. 
It begins at | p.m. For information, visit www.springfield- 
museums.org or call (413) 263-6800. 


Tuesday, March 12 


THE AGAWAM GARDEN CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Room at Pheasant Hill Village in Feeding 
Hills. Officers and members for the current year will be in- 
troduced followed by a business meeting and a garden-re- 
lated swap. Bring a hand tool, decorative pot, indoor plant, 
reference book or other item and take one home. Members 
and non-members are welcome. 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER will host a free mov- 
ie (“It Could Happen to You”) at 12:30 p.m. The public is 
welcome. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT AND KNIT meets every Tues- 
day from 1-3 p.m. at the library. No registration is neces- 
sary. Sandy Ellis returns to the Agawam Public Library 
the first Tuesday of the month, from December through 
May, to teach new techniques and assist with knitting 
problems. 


THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS will host a blood drive 
for the Mercy Medical Center’s blood bank from 2-6 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Church, 1103 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 
For information, call 786-3091. 


Wednesday, March 13 


THE AGAWAM LIONS CLUB will sponsor a corned 
beef dinner from 5-7 p.m. at Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper St. Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for children 10 and 
under, and are available at the door. They may also be pur- 
chased from any Lions Club member, at Bob’s Barber Shop 
and Southgate Liquors in Agawam. 


The AGAWAM COMMUNITY ARTISTS AND ARTI- 
SANS will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Community Room of the 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. and will feature a 
demonstration and slide presentation by Lisa Lichtenfels, of 
Springfield. Lichtenfels makes realistic figures using fabric, 
specifically, nylon stocking ranging from five inches tall to 
life-size, as well as large multi-figure installations. 


THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., 
Agawam offers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost 
of $7 for adults, $4 for children. The public is welcome. 


Thursday, March 14 


ADULT DROP-IN YOGA is offered at the Agawam 
Public Library at 7 p.m. It is a beginner’s class and open to 
adults 18 and over. Bring a yoga mat or blanket. No registra- 
tion needed. 


THE RAYS OF HOPE will sponsor a free 12-week “Wa- 
ter Fitness for Breast Cancer Survivors” program through 
May 23 at Healthtrax Fitness and Wellness, 155 Ashley 
Ave., West Springfield. The event will take place Thursdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Space is limited to 25 participants, so 
registration is required. For more information or to register, 
call Debra Pacitti at 413-786-8051 or email Pacitti28 @aol. 
com. 


FAMILY PLAYGROUP takes place every Thursday at 
Agawam Congregational Church from 9:30 to 11 a.m. for 
children birth through age 5 with a parent or caregiver. The 
public is invited for crafts, stories, songs, free play and more. 
For more information, call 786-7111 or email jbrownacc@ 
verizon.net. 


AS PART OF ITS A LA CARTE LECTURE SERIES, 
the Springfield museums will host Sharon Kennedy, pro- 
fessional storyteller, in her presentation of “Mary Margaret 
O’Connell, Lowell Mill Girl,” in a gripping performance of 
an Irish mill girl living and working as a weaver in the mills 
in 1847. It takes place at 12:15 p.m. in the Museum of Fine 
Arts. Admission is $4 ($2 for Museum members). For more 
information, call (413) 263-6800 ext. 488. 


UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


IRISH AUTHOR AND GREAT HUNGER SCHOLAR 
Christine Kinealy will discuss the ‘Great Hunger’ that 
spanned five years in the 19th century, killing | million peo- 
ple and driving many more out of Ireland, on Friday, March 
15 at 4 p.m. at the Our Lady of the Elms College Library. 
The event, which will last no more than an hour, is free and 
open to the public. 


THE TOWN OF AGAWAM’S EASTER EGG HUNT, 
sponsored by the Parks and Rec. Dept., the Lions Club and 
the Rotary Club, will be held Saturday, March 23 at School 
Street Park beginning promptly at | p.m. Registration at the 
Parks and Recreation office is required and is limited to the 
first 170 families. Cost is $5 per family. 


WMSARDA WILL SPONSOR A NEW DANCER square 
dance Saturday, March 23 at the East Longmeadow Senior 
Center, located on North Main St. from 8-10:30 p.m. For 
information, call (413) 467-3352. 


THE WESTFIELD ATHENAEUM will present Saloma 
Furlong, of Sunderland, who will speak about her book, 
“Why I Left the Amish,” Wednesday, March 20 at 7 p.m. 
Part of the Athenaeum’s spring lecture series, the event is 
free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. 
For more information, call (413) 562-0716 or visit www. 
westath.org. 


A HUGE COMMUNITY CRAFT FAIR-FUNDRAISER, 
sponsored by the 16 Acres Lions Club of Springfield, will 
be held at the East Longmeadow Senior Center, 328 North 
Main St., Saturday, April 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admis- 


Purchase these photos or any others you see 


in one of our Turley Publications by going to 
www.turley2.smugmug.com. 


sion and free parking for all shoppers. Vendors needed. For 
information, call Claudette at (413) 783-4929 or Blanche at 
(413) 737-1311. 


FITNESS FIRST HEALTH & FITNESS CENTER, 60 
North Westfield St., Feeding Hills, will host a blood drive 
sponsored by Mercy Medical Center, Wednesday, April 24 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. A driver’s license with photo or state 
identification with photo is required. All donors should eat 
at least two to three hours prior to donating, weigh at least 
110 pounds and must be 18 years or older. To make an ap- 
pointment, call (413) 786-1460. 


THE JOHN F. KENNEDY EXPERIENCE EXHIBIT at 
the Springfield Museums is now open to visitors. The ex- 
hibit, owned by Feeding Hills resident and PT boat collector 
Frank J. Andruss, Sr., features photos encompassing the life 
of John F. Kennedy. For more information about ticket pric- 
es or museum admission, call 263-6800. To reach Andruss, 
call (413) 789-1938 or email mosquitofleet@ comcast.net. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more 
as a donation than a trade-in. Call the Massachusetts Associ- 


ation for the Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more information. 
Towing is free. All donations are tax deductible. 


THE 
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This section is intended to promote “free” events or ones that 
directly affect a volunteer-driven organization that benefits the 
entire community. Paid events that are not deemed fund-raisers or 
benefits do not qualify. Non-charitable events that charge the pub- 
lic for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid advertising. 
Deadlines vary with each individual newspaper, look inside for 
your deadline. We usually print one week in advance of an event, 
and the listings should be brief, with only time, date, location, brief 
activity explanation, and contact info. The best thing to do is emu- 
late a calendar listing you like that already appeared in the paper. 
Each editor directly manages and edits all of the calendar entries. 
Artwork or photos to compliment your calendar listings are always 
welcomed. 


We try to be inside our public schools on a weekly basis, both 
in terms of sports coverage and classroom features. Our education 
and sports sections run 52 weeks per year. We feel school cover- 
age is probably the single largest reflection of the communities we 
serve, so this paper is committed to having a strong presence 
there. We devote more staff and space to these sections than any 
other editorial realm. We do print free courtesy stories, briefs and 
photos submitted by teachers, sports teams and students, as we 
cannot possibly be at every event. If you have a photo you want to 
run, please include a photo caption identifying those in the image 
from left to right and a description of the event. Please call or 
e-mail the editor directly with your school event coverage requests 
-atteast three days in-advancef we can’t attend, you are always 


encouraged to send in your own write-up and photos. 


March 7, 2013 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, per- 
sonality profiles, and community features that we know about. 
This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as 
well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other 
town meetings determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. 
There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of 
other features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their 
many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding 
for this paid staff coverage. 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business cover- 
age polices, but we do have some standards folks need to under- 
stand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. Without them, 
there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, 
have a major expansion, moving, closing, under new management 
or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been 
thrust into the news realm. Merchants can request that coverage 
through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives. 


We love letters to the editor and guest columns. It is what the 
soul of this newspaper is all about. However, we don’t print what 
we can’t prove. All letters and columns must be signed and con- 
firmed by us prior to publication. If you are alleging things that we 
cannot prove, we will consider that a news tip and look into it. We 
always encourage readers to celebrate their communities versus 
just slamming them. We also pen a weekly “editorial.” Some read- 
ers confuse editorials with being objective “news.” Our unsigned 
editorials are opinions formed after doing the research, or com- 


piled through our reporters’ stories and other means. We then 
write opinions, which do take a definitive side on issues. Editorials 
are not meant to be balanced to both sides like our news stories 
should. They are intended to opine around the facts and take a 
position. That’s the whole point of the “opinion” page. 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, wed- 
dings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major birthdays, 
military achievements, honors and awards. We have a “people 
news” form available for you to submit these listings. This material 
is provided to us by our readers and local institutions and we do 
not charge to print this content. 


Our Sports Editor Dave Forbes and his reporters and photogra- 
phers cover select varsity school games weekly as well as youth 
and adult sports leagues. Our team tries to be fair and spread the 
coverage around to all the teams, but as playoffs approach, teams 
making the playoffs take more precedence. We have tried hard 
this year to expand our coverage of youth sports, but we need 
coaches and players to send in their photos and write-ups. You 
can e-mail Dave Forbes at dforbes@turley.com. 
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